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Ashland City Council


MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL
Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at
 7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers

ROLL CALL
Council at Large Matt Miller		   	   Present
Ward 1:  Duane Fishpaw    			   Present
Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine       		   Present
Ward 3:  Ruth G Detrow			   Present
Ward 4:  Sandra Hedlund Tunnell		   Present

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council held Tuesday, September 20, 2016 be approved.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.

LEGISLATION
Ordinances:
Ordinance No. 88-16
Item a.)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF A “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATE FOR THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED EXPENDITURE FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.

	Testimony provided by Larry Paxton, Finance Director.

	Mr. Paxton stated unfortunately we have seen quite a few of these ordinances this year but it has been budgeted as an expense.

	Mr. Paxton stated the invoice came in before the purchase order was written.

	Mr. Paxton stated since it exceeds the $3,000 threshold council has to approve to it.

	There were no further questions.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.

Ordinance No. 89-16
Item b.)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT) FOR FY 2017 STATE OF OHIO ELDERLY AND DISABLED TRANSIT FARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND THE DISCRETIONARY URBAN CAPITAL PROGRAM

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Abstain: Mr. Miller

	Testimony provided by Liz McClurg.

	Ms. McClurg stated this is for an approved contract to receive $51,227.00 from the state to assist in our elderly and disabled for the City Transit.
	
	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Abstain: Mr. Miller
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw.
Abstain: Mr. Miller
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Abstain: Mr. Miller

Ordinance No. 90-16
Item c.)
AN ORDINANCE CREATING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.

	Testimony provided by Larry Paxton, Finance Director.

	Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance creates additional appropriations for the sanitation fund.

	Mr. Paxton stated we have been budgeting for the replacement of vehicles in that fund for several years.

	Mr. Paxton stated by doing that we have appropriated six hundred thousand dollars that will be used by the sanitation department to purchase two new vehicles.

	Mr. Paxton stated we have diligently been budgeting in this fund to replace vehicles.

	Mr. Paxton stated he believes we have 6 or 7 vehicles to replace so will see more of this equipment being replaced in the future.

	Mr. Paxton stated we replaced two last year which we budgeted for and now we are replacing two this year that we budgeted for.

	Mr. Paxton stated this does not include the light weight recycling vehicles that we have also purchased.

	Mr. Paxton stated he hopes he explained this properly for Mr. Mack. 

	Mr. Paxton stated this gets the ball started so we can then purchase those two new trucks this year.

	Mrs. Tunnell asked if this was Enterprise Fund money.

	Mr. Paxton stated this is Enterprise Operating money of the sanitation fund.

	Mr. Paxton stated this has been held in this fund for the anticipation of this purchase.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated even though there seems to be an excess in this fund it was actually being saved to make huge purchases like this.

	Mr. Paxton stated absolutely.

	Mr. Paxton stated we have been budgeting for this for about the last 4 or 5 years.

	Mrs. Tunnell asked how old the trucks are we are replacing.

	Mr. Mack stated from back in the 80’s.

	Mrs. Detrow stated it is too bad we can’t use this money to pay firemen.

	Mr. Paxton stated it is against the law to pay anything but sanitation out of this fund.

	Mr. Paxton stated the laws are real clear that when you set up a fund; we have to seek your approval to create it and then we have to seek approval of the State Auditor’s Office to create that fund.

	Mr. Paxton stated then that money can only be used and held in that fund.

	Mr. Paxton stated that money can only be used for what it was intended for.

	Mr. Fishpaw stated we knew that we just wanted to make it clear to the public.

	Mr. Paxton stated he understands that.

	Mr. Paxton stated we have budgeted for this for many years, it didn’t just happen overnight.

	Mr. Valentine stated Mr. Paxton was one of the first to put our city on the Ohio Checkbook website.

	Mr. Valentine stated you can see what money the city spent and where.

	Mr. Valentine stated he appreciates all the work Mr. Paxton and his department put into getting us on the Ohio Checkbook website.

	Mr. Paxton stated his department did it.

	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.

Ordinance No. 91-16
Item d.)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE AGREEMENT WITH THE ASHLAND AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOMENT CORPORATION (AAED) FOR PROFESSIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.

	Mayor Stewart stated he received one request from a council member and it was to request to remove draft from the bylaws.

	Mayor Stewart stated that was removed and he heard nothing from any other council members in the past two weeks.

	Mayor Stewart asked Mr. Wolfe if he has heard anything from council members.

	Mr. Wolfe stated no other then there are two words that are in number four that were not taken out.

	Mr. Wolfe stated the two words start a sentence that was not finished so they do not belong there.

	Mayor Stewart stated the words In kind.

	Mr. Wolfe stated yes and he thought they were previously taken out.

	Mr. Wolfe stated just delete those words.

	Mr. Miller stated it doesn’t change anything.
		
	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.

Ordinance No. 92-16
Item e.)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH SIMONSON CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, INC. FOR THE 2016 CATCH BASIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.

	Testimony provided by Shane Kremser.

	Mr. Kremser stated this is a contract to replace 32 dilapidated catch basins around the city.

	Mr. Kremser stated they normally try to do one of these projects each year.

	Mrs. Detrow stated this is quite an expensive proposition.
	
	Mrs. Detrow asked where the funding originates from.

	Mr. Kremser stated this comes out of the storm water utility fund.

	Mr. Kremser stated these are utility fees that are collected that everyone pays.

	Mrs. Tunnell asked if this would be called an Enterprise Fund.

	Mr. Kremser stated yes.
		
	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.

Ordinance No. 93-16
Item f.)
ACCEPTING CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY FOR STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PURPOSES LOCATED IN THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.

	Testimony provided by Shane Kremser.
		
	Mr. Kremser stated this is for the storm water management facility which is off West Main.

	Mr. Kremser stated this is a part of Abby Creek and Fairview Development.

	Mr. Kremser stated over the years that there has been county water that comes in there.

	Mr. Kremser stated that is a storm water management basin.

	Mr. Kremser stated the developer of Abby Creek Lane went bankrupt so the bank currently owns the land.

	Mr. Kremser stated they have been trying to sell the land and have had no interest.
 
	Mr. Kremser stated this storm water management facility serves two separate residential subdivisions.

	Mr. Kremser stated it’s imperative it be maintained and function properly so no upstream or downstream flooding can occur.

	Mrs. Detrow stated she knows in that area there was flooding in basements because it wasn’t done right.

	Mr. Wolfe stated it’s not that it wasn’t done right, it wasn’t there.

	Mr. Wolfe stated the drainage system was inadequate at one time.

	Mr. Wolfe stated this will control the heavy rain so the homes don’t get flooded.

	Mr. Wolfe stated years ago we worked with the property owner but we weren’t able to get an easement because the bank had a mortgage on it.

	Mr. Wolfe stated we need this easement so it doesn’t become a flood plain.

	Mr. Wolfe stated he urges council to accept this because the city needs it and the bank is willing to give it to us. 

	Mr. Wolfe stated this would be very beneficial to the city.
	
	Mr. Wolfe asked if it is our responsibility to maintain that retention basin and the answer is yes and we have been doing it for a number of years.

	Mr. Wolfe stated this is very important to our storm water management system.

	Mr. Kremer stated storm water management is not really a detriment.

	Mr. Kremser stated back in the day no one did anything about it.

	Mr. Kremser stated this is something that has evolved because people saw the impact.

	There were no further questions.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.

Ordinance No. 94-16
Item g.)
AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATIONS WITHIN A FUND FROM ONE
LINE TO ANOTHER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.

	Testimony provided by Larry Paxton.

	Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance allows the transfer of funds within a fund from one line to another with anticipated expenditures that come in on a different line.

	Mr. Paxton stated it’s just a matter of moving the line from one particular line to the other.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated we had asked the sheriff for itemized bills for dispatch.

	Mrs. Tunnell asked if we would be getting some kind of quarterly report from the new dispatch center.

	Mayor Stewart stated yes we will.

	Mayor Stewart stated he doesn’t have anything to show you right now.

	Mayor Stewart asked Mrs. Tunnell to remind him of that.

	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.	
	
Ordinance No. 95-16
Item h.)
 AN ORDINANCE REZONING A CERTAIN AREA OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO FROM “RL-3” RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO “R-L” RESIDENTIAL DISTRIC

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.

	Testimony provided by Shane Kremser.
	
	Mr. Kremser stated we had a public hearing relating to the proposed rezoning.

	Mr. Kremser stated the Planning Commission recommended that the developer change it from condominiums to single family homes.

	  Mr. Kremser stated it would go from “RL-3” to just “R-L”.

	Mr. Kremser stated the developer is under construction.

	Mr. Kremser stated this will be a single family residential subdivision with individual lots.

	Mr. Miller stated a couple of us have been out there to the location to see the work getting done first hand.

	Mr. Kremser stated they were able to do that within the “RL-3”.

	Mr. Kremser stated the “RL-3” allows multi- family dwellings.

	Mayor Stewart stated he can speak first hand to this.

	Mayor Stewart stated he lives in the area of “RL-3” and it’s completely built up.

	Mayor Stewart stated they are all “RL” homes; there is not a multi- family home in the area.

	Mayor Stewart stated if it would have remained “RL-3” and I wanted to make an apartment in my home then I would have been within the zoning requirements as “RL-3”.

	Mayor Stewart stated from his perspective if you start breaking up single family homes into multi- family homes then you start the deterioration of a neighborhood.

	Mayor Stewart stated that is a personal opinion but he speaks to it because he lives there.

	Mayor Stewart stated he was really pleased to see the original developer come in and initiate this.

	City resident, Mrs. Karen Emery, stated they didn’t put the storm sewer in rear yards of the new lots.

	Mr. Kremser stated they have not done it yet but they will.

	Mr. Kremser stated he will ensure that they do.

	Mrs. Emery stated it’s all done except for that.
	
	Mr. Kremser told Mrs. Emery to let him know if they don’t. 

	Mr. Kremser stated they will be out there inspecting it.

	Mrs. Emery stated her neighbor brought it up her.
	
	There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
	
Ordinance No. 96-16
Item i.)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE, TO ENTER INTO AN EASEMENT AGREEMENT WITH SUTTON BANK RELATIVE TO A DRAINAGE CHANNEL AND SANITARY SEWERS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.

	Testimony provided by Shane Kremser.

	Mr. Kremser stated this is part of Abby Creek as well as Fairview, the sanitary sewer and drainage ditch.
	
	Mr. Kremser stated the reason for the easement is because it is necessary in order for the continued operation and maintenance of the existing drainage channel and sanitary sewers for the city.

	Mr. Kremser stated we really need to have an easement before it transfers.
	
	There were no further questions.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.
Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None
	
OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: 

· Fence Permit- Keener Fence

	Mrs. Detrow stated the address is 419 East 8th Street.

	Mrs. Detrow stated Thiel’s Replacement Systems is the property owner.

	Mr. Kremser stated this is for barbed wire.

	Mrs. Detrow stated it is for a chain link and 3 strands.

	Mr. Kremser stated they are adding on to what they did a few years ago.

	Mrs. Tunnell asked which way the barbed wire goes.

	Mr. Kremser stated we don’t have a standard on which way it goes.

	Mr. Kremser stated angled out would be the way to do it but again the city doesn’t have a standard on it.

	Mrs. Detrow asked if anyone wants to make a motion concerning this.

Moved by Mr. Valentine to ok this and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
	
FINANCE DIRECTOR: None

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

	Mr. Valentine stated our booth at the fair went really well.

	Mr. Valentine stated he had the privilege of being there on senior day and he talked to a whole bunch of people.

	Mr. Valentine stated it was received very well and the people seem to like the information we were putting out there.

	Mr. Valentine stated he has noticed a lot of signs around town which is good.

	Mr. Valentine stated he knows a lot of us have signs in our yard and the ones who don’t will get them.

	Mr. Valentine stated he appreciates the fire and police department and all the work they have done in putting signs out.

	Mr. Valentine stated he feels this is going real well and appreciates everyone’s help.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated we have fewer than 100 signs left so let them know if you need any.

	Mrs. Detrow stated there is going to be a Ward 3 Meeting on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Police Meeting room.

	Mrs. Detrow stated she has asked Mr. Mack to put up a sign as to where our police department is at the Justice Center.

	Mrs. Detrow stated we are going to meet in the lobby and get a quick tour of the police department.

	Mrs. Detrow stated we are going to talk about the streets and the condition of them.

	Mrs. Detrow stated we don’t have the money to fix everything even if this levy passes.

	Mrs. Detrow stated all five council members will be there and so will Mr. Kremser, Mr. Mack and Chief Marcelli.

	Mrs. Detrow stated these meetings will be informative and fun.

	Mr. Fishpaw stated he has a tentative Ward 1 Meeting on the October 24th at Southview Grace Brethren Church at 6:30 p.m.

	Mr. Valentine and Mrs. Tunnell are going to hold Ward 2 and 4 meetings together. 

	Mr. Valentine stated the date and time to come soon.

	Mr. Valentine stated it will be at PNC Park.



MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

	Mayor Stewart stated he has three things tonight to talk about.

	Mayor Stewart stated he has a petition from the people on the North end of town near the Pump house Ministries.

	Mayor Stewart stated he is going to take time to read the petition because it has some meat to it.

	Mayor Stewart stated this is a petition against the Pump house Ministries for not paying their back or current taxes.

	Mayor Stewart stated this is still a challenge of can we. 

	Mayor Stewart read this petition.

	Mayor Stewart stated there are many, many signatures on this.

	Mayor Stewart stated he hears what they are saying and we are working on an end to this.

	Mayor Stewart stated as you may know the south side of Fourth Street already has the petition filed.

	Mr. Wolfe stated this was started months ago.

	Mr. Valentine stated we started action against them back in May or June.

	Mr. Valentine stated we are going the foreclosure route to take this property from them.

	Mayor Stewart stated he wanted to acknowledge that we received this.

	Mayor Stewart stated this is important and he hopes the news media can pick up on that.

	Mayor Stewart stated there are many people urging for this situation to be corrected.

	Mayor Stewart stated the actions that are being taken today that are of public information are the ones South of Fourth Street, not North of Fourth Street.

	Mayor Stewart stated so that partially burned out abandoned building is not a part of this.

	Mayor Stewart stated that is not a part this current process.

	Mayor Stewart stated he doesn’t know if there is anything in the works legally for the other area of town.

	Mayor Stewart stated the tax problem is a county issue.

	Mayor Stewart stated he thinks that is all he should say.

	Mayor Stewart stated there was a lot of time spent on this petition and the people who circulated it.

	A city resident spoke up and said they want those eye sores gone.

	The lady stated they owe so much money in back taxes on those houses.

	Mayor Stewart stated that was public record.

	A city resident stated they want to make this a better place.

	He stated we are all here for the same reasons.

	He stated 8 years of not paying taxes is a long time and why was this allowed.

	Mr. Valentine stated he filed for non-profit status and that took a long time and then they finally denied him.

	Mr. Wolfe stated the foreclosure action couldn’t be filed until all the appeals were finalized.

	Mr. Wolfe stated these have been going on for several years.

	Mr. Wolfe stated it is not accurate to say nothing has been done in the past 8 years because there have been various proceedings at the state level.

	Mr. Wolfe stated this has gone through the appropriate tax agencies to determine if they qualify as a tax exempt agent.

	Mr. Wolfe stated those are all legal questions and they have been represented.

	Mr. Wolfe stated it has only been recently that there has been some formality to those appeals.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated she knows it feels like we haven’t done anything in 8 years but there are so many things that lawyers have to go through  at the state level and it is a long process.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated it is frustrating for us too.

	The gentlemen stated we have lost two people in our community and that’s on us.

	He stated we as a community have to rise up and take care of this stuff because no one else is going to do it for us.

	Mr. Wolfe stated about 8 or more years ago it was the city’s imitative to cause about 14 houses to be demolished.

	Mr. Wolfe stated the city took that on the expense to do it and advanced the money because we knew their were not any other monies to do it.

	Mr. Wolfe stated we started many years ago addressing this problem.
	
	Mr. Wolfe stated there is not any simple solution and it has not been ignored.

	Mrs. Detrow asked if the County Commissioners have received this document.

	Mayor Stewart stated he has no idea.

	Mrs. Detrow stated they have a lot of stake in this too.

	Mrs. Detrow stated they are good people who need to know about this so they can take action.

	The couple who circulated this petition spoke up.

	She stated her husband met with the Mayor and it was recommended to do this.

	Mayor Stewart stated he can’t direct them to take the petition to the County Commissioners.

	Mayor Stewart stated a majority of the taxes goes to the schools and then it’s divided up with the county.
		
	Mr. Paxton stated we get about 20 % of the taxes.

	Mrs. Detrow stated we need to do something about the horrors that went on there.

	Mrs. Detrow stated just consider it a question, have the County Commissioners received it.

	The couple stated they have only delivered it the Mayor, he has the only copy.

	Mayor Stewart stated he will not forward it without a written request; he doesn’t feel it is appropriate for him to do so.

	Mayor Stewart stated he feels this is addressed to the community, not just the Mayor.

	Mayor Stewart stated if it is addressed to more than just him then they should all have a copy.

	Mr. Miller stated rest assured with or without that petition; we are all sitting here feeling that exact same way.

	Mr. Miller stated we are eager to see it cleaned up too.

	Mr. Miller thanked the solicitors for getting the signatures.

	Mr. Miller stated there is power in the people speaking up against something.

	Mr. Miller stated he thinks Bruce Wilkinson, who owns the Pump house, is getting the message to.

	Mr. Miller stated that the  people of Ashland aren’t going to tolerate it.

	Mayor Stewart stated the Ohio Department of Transportation has presented us with some documents where they are proposing a National and State wide bicycle route network.

	Mayor Stewart stated that network takes the bicycle route through the City of Ashland.

	Mayor Stewart stated this is very common to what the city has already laid out.

	Mayor Stewart stated this route starts near Mifflin and runs to the North of County Road 700 on the eastside of 42.

	Mayor Stewart stated this is a long route and if council chooses to there is a sample resolution to take to the Law Director for his approval.

	Mayor Stewart stated this needs to be submitted by the 7th of November.

	Mayor Stewart stated he leaves this in council’s hands for a decision of whether you want to do this or not.

	Mayor Stewart stated he will give Mr. Wolfe a complete package with the proposed resolution.

	Mayor Stewart stated it would be appropriate to have it on the agenda for the first meeting in November.

	Mayor Stewart stated he thinks it would be a good thing to do.

	Mrs. Tunnell agreed.

	Mayor Stewart stated he approached council about this awhile back about having signs at ball diamonds and soccer fields.

	Mayor Stewart stated he had asked for input recently and he will ask for input again.

	Mayor Stewart stated council would have to decide who can put a sign up, who gets the money for it, and who maintains it.

	Mayor Stewart stated there are decisions to be made in this process.

	Mayor Stewart stated he runs hot and cold on it.

	Mayor Stewart stated council will eventually vote on this so he would like to have your input.

	Mr. Miller stated he would support it.

	Mr. Miller stated he realizes we would have to be careful about having the rules in place but this is not unusual.

	Mr. Miller stated it would be an alternative way to fund some of these things that we have no money for instead of going to the tax payers every time.

	Mr. Fishpaw stated he agrees with Mr. Miller.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated she would want to make sure the money went toward improving the fields. 

	Mrs. Tunnell stated she thinks it is a great idea.

	Mr. Valentine stated we don’t make any money on the ball diamonds so any money we make will help.

	Mr. Valentine stated we would need to have consistent size with them so it looks good.

	Mr. Valentine stated if you make it reasonable then the people will come back and do it every year.

	Mr. Valentine stated he thinks it is a great idea.

	Mr. Valentine stated anyway to get money without having to go to the tax payers is a great idea.

	Mrs. Detrow stated she thinks it would take some book keeping from somebody here but it could be done.

	Mayor Stewart stated he hears what the five council people have said and if there are ordinances out there he would like to see what they say.
	
	Mayor Stewart stated what he hears is council supports this.

	Mr. Miller stated if might be helpful to find out who keeps track of this and manages this.

	Mayor Stewart stated those are good questions.
	
	Mayor Stewart stated he is going to ask Council President to move to Executive Session for potential sale of city property after comments from the audience.
		



COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

	Mr. Paul Stevenson stated with Election Day approaching if the two income tax levies pass then what is council going to do during that five years so they don’t have to ask the people in Ashland for money again.

	Mr. Stevenson asked what you are going to do to replace that money over the next five years so you are not continuing to tax people.

	Mrs. Detrow stated that has worried her whole lot.

	Mrs. Detrow stated she has prayed that we will increase our income in the city because she doesn’t know of any other way.

	Mrs. Detrow stated we may have to go back and say do it one more time.

	Mrs. Detrow stated our city is growing and improving and what we need is more tax money.

	Mayor Stewart stated many tax issues come up for renewal on a continuing basis.

	Mayor Stewart stated the renewal for these two increases have not been a part of the discussion yet.

	Mayor Stewart stated many of these grants are short term and he hasn’t wanted to hire someone and bring them to the city if we can’t look at the longer term employment.

	Mayor Stewart stated he feels in five years the community is going to see a vast improvement in the street maintenance and a better operation in both police and fire.

	Mayor Stewart stated they may be willing to renew this because of that.

	Mayor Stewart stated that has not been a part of the discussion yet.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated when it comes to improving Economic Development that both these levies are a step towards doing that.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated by passing the levies our expectations is the roads will be better and our police and fire will have more manning.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated this will make people feel better about the community.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated these go hand in hand to increase Economic Development.
	
	Mrs. Tunnell stated this is another step in making things nice and better.

	Mr. Stevenson stated he hopes we will use this situation with the tax levies to promote Ashland 
 
	Mrs. Tunnell stated Wooster just passed an income tax levy.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated she think housing and income levels contributed to that too.

	Mr. Stevenson stated Wooster is not a wealthier city then Ashland.
	
	Mrs. Tunnell stated but they have more industry.

	Mrs. Tunnell stated they have sweet roads and we will too after this levy passes.

	Mr. Yanchunas stated he doesn’t see our expenses going down and if you don’t need all that money after five years then you will go in the Guinness Book of World Records.

	Mr. Miller stated he would love to see that we don’t need all that money after five years but we all know the cost of pavement isn’t cheap.

	Mrs. Emery asked if there are any regulations in the city as to where they can or can’t put signs.

	Mrs. Emery asked if they are allowed on the city right away.

	Mr. Valentine stated they are supposed to be from the poles back.
	
	Mr. Wolfe stated they are not supposed to be in the right away.

	Mrs. Emery stated it looks bad where people have them.

	Mr. Valentine stated a lot of them we gave to people to put in their own yard.

	Mr. Valentine stated our guys are putting them up behind the poles.

	Mayor Stewart stated he completely understands what is being said.

	Mayor Stewart stated this happens every political season whether it is spring or fall.

	Mayor Stewart stated our signs should not be in the right away.
		
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION for Potential Sale of City Property. No action will be taken.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to move to Executive Session.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller

ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION TO REGULAR SESSION: 8:32 pm.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw

ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 8:33 P.M.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine.
Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine

					Respectfully Submitted by
					Jody Toms, Clerk of Council
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