Minutes SS City Council February 19, 2016

Ashland City Council

MINUTES FOR THE SPECIAL SESSION OF COUNCIL

Friday, June 10, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. 
Mayor’s Office Municipal Building  
Council President Ruth Detrow called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.   

ROLL CALL

Ward 1:   Duane R. Fishpaw      


Present
Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine


Present
Ward 3:   Ruth G. Detrow, President


Present

Ward 4:   Sandra Tunnell



Present
Council-at-Large   Matt Miller
 

Present
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Purpose of meeting is to reach a final decision on potential revenue.

Mr. Detrow stated she emailed council members last night on a range of decisions that need to be reached.
Mrs. Detrow also passed out a sheet with the possible decisions on it to everyone this morning.

Mrs. Detrow asked if we are in agreement to ask for nothing is not an option.

Mr. Fishpaw stated that is not option.

Mrs. Detrow talked about what percent of income tax to ask for.

Mrs. Detrow stated she passed around an email she got from a constitute saying we should do a property tax.

Mrs. Detrow stated the email had some good arguments to it.

Mayor Stewart stated to clarify we were talking about a half percent with a quarter going to safety forces and a quarter going to the streets.

Mrs. Detrow stated that is correct.
Mr. Valentine stated out of 20,000 people we got one letter.
Mrs. Tunnell talked about doing another tax besides income.

Mr. Fishpaw asked but what.

Mrs. Tunnell stated safety services needs are immediate and paramount.

Mrs. Tunnell stated the money we could get right away would be through income tax.

Mr. Paxton stated it would start January 1st, 2017.

Mrs. Tunnell stated we do a safety services income tax levy immediately and then something else for streets.

Mr. Paxton stated a quarter would be 1.4 million based off of this year’s collections.

Mrs. Tunnell asked the Chief if he could work with $700,000.

Mr. Miller stated he feels the residents are deeply concerned about the streets.

Mr. Miller doesn’t want to postpone anything to do with the streets.

Mrs. Detrow asked if we can ask for a quarter percent for streets and a quarter percent for safety services at the same time.

Mr. Fishpaw stated he thinks a safety services levy will pass regardless if we put streets on.

Mr. Fishpaw stated he think we need to try for both.

Mr. Miller stated Mrs. Detrow’s original motion included tieing the streets and safety forces together.

Mr. Miller stated it appears everyone now agrees not to tie the two together.

Mr. Miller agrees we need separate levies for both.

Mr. Miller does not think it would be unreasonable to ask for a quarter percent income tax for streets and a quarter percent income tax for our safety forces.

Mr. Miller stated by doing it that way the money will solely be used for what it has been passed to fund.
Mrs. Detrow stated that is true.

Mr. Fishpaw agreed to run them both.

Mr. Valentine stated he feels it is hard to pass a levy in this town.

Mr. Valentine stated his main concern is safety services because he wants to make sure there is someone in the police or fire station if he is that 4th call.

Mr. Valentine feels these guys are being burnt out and they need to spend time with their family.

Mr. Valentine feels they should do a quarter percent split between the two and also do a license plate tax to patch the roads for another year.

 Mr. Paxton stated you can only borrow ahead on income tax.

 Mr. Valentine talked about how he thinks safety services levy will pass but the streets will go down.

 Mr. Valentine stated that way you are not hitting people with two levies.

 Mayor Stewart stated you are only talking about 90 thousand and that won’t fix much.
 Mrs. Tunnell agrees with Mr. Valentine that two income tax levies will not pass.

 Mrs. Tunnell still believes to do one income tax and one something else.

 Mr. Valentine stated we can put it on to show the voters we haven’t forgotten about it.

 Mayor Stewart stated it sounds like streets are speaking for themselves.

 Mayor Stewart stated we get tons of calls about the pot holes and damages being caused to vehicles.

 Mr. Miller talked about the reduction we got in state income tax two years ago and how people wish to spend that extra money they are saving.

 Mr. Miller stated it would be nice if the voters wished to spend it here in the city on income tax.

 Mrs. Detrow stated that difference is 1.61%.

 Mrs. Detrow stated this is no longer collected by the state and people have this money in their pocket.

 Mrs. Detrow talked about how nice it would be if they used that money for our safety services and streets.

 Mrs. Tunnell talked about how we need to make a good case for this.
 Mr. Miller stated we need to make good infrastructure here for the businesses and people.

 Mrs. Detrow clarified that everyone agrees to separate the two.

 Mrs. Detrow wants to have a motion at least for safety services and percent to get something accomplished this morning.

 Mr. Miller stated the question to him is do we put both on or just one on.
 Mr. Fishpaw stated we should put both on.

 Mr. Fishpaw stated you have been pushing it before so people will wonder if you don’t put it on.
 Mr. Valentine stated you need to show the people what it will raise them based on their income.

 Captain Miller talked about a traditional tax based levy and a earned income tax levy with the schools.

 Mr. Paxton spoke to Captain Miller’s questions.

 Mr. Kremser stated State Legislature has been revised in regards to this traditional tax based levy.

 Mrs. Detrow stated this would take time to research and we don’t have anymore time.

 Mrs. Detrow stated she would like a motion about safety services income tax.

 Mr. David Yanchanas talked about when you do an income tax you leave a lot of retired people out.

 Mr. Yanchanas talked about how you need to do a bond issue.

 Mr. Yanchanas stated the people who are retired have more money.

 Mr. Yanchanas talked about how a property tax would be the way to go.

 Mrs. Tunnell asked how long would it take to access money with a property tax.

 Mr. Paxton stated about a year and a half.


 Mrs. Tunnell talked about doing a property tax for the streets and an income tax for safety services.
 Mr. Fishpaw talked about we just had the school tax so property wouldn’t be good to do.
 Mayor Stewart stated Mr. Bush just looked up on the internet about income tax and we do not have the same options the school has.

 Mr. Bush stated a lot of the income is exempt from what we can tax.

 Mr. Miller agreed with Mr. Fishpaw and stated Council on Aging will have a property tax on.

 Mr. Miller stated we traditionally use income tax to get levies passed.

 Mr. Fishpaw made a motion for a quarter percent income tax for the Police and Fire and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell.

Mr. Paxton asked the question what do you anticipate paying for with this.

Mr. Paxton stated employ and equip may be better terms to put it.

Mr. Paxton stated you need to give them the tools to do their job.

Mr. Paxton stated what the resolution says is what it buys.
Mr. Paxton stated what he is going to put in that fund is wages, benefits and pension.
Mrs. Detrow stated right now our motion is very general.

Mayor Stewart went over a document prepared by one of the chiefs with actual costs of hiring a new person; it doubles.
Chief Marcelli talked about what if you decide to take some of that $750,000 that you were allocating out of the general fund and move that somewhere else. 

Mrs. Tunnell stated we would not do that.
Mr. Valentine stated we are not going to play that shell game.

Chief Marcelli stated he is talking as a tax payer.

Mrs. Detrow stated the newspaper agreed to put in the paper once a month what the funds are spent for.

Mr. Paxton passed around a proposed ordinance with correct wording.
Mr. Paxton talked about the language of the ordinance.

Mr. Miller stated that’s why the street levy is cut and dry.

Mr. Miller stated we need to wait and make sure we are asking for enough for our safety services.

Mr. Fishpaw stated we just can’t wait for a tragedy to happen.

Mr. Fishpaw stated capital needs to be in there.

Mayor Stewart stated it is in there.

Mr. Valentine stated the research has been done on safety services and what they need.

Mr. Valentine stated we got that information from the chiefs.

Mrs. Tiffany Meyer stated she has heard we are losing firemen because of pay.
Mayor Stewart stated we are not losing firemen to pay.

Mayor Stewart stated they are leaving due to location and retirement.

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw for a quarter percent income tax for Police and Fire for more manpower and equipment and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mr. Miller and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw for a quarter percent income increase tax for repairing, replaceing, and paving the streets.
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Adjournment From Special Session: 8:50 a.m.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw to adjourn meeting.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw
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