Minutes RS City Council June 07, 2016


Ashland City Council

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL

Tuesday, June 07, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers

ROLL CALL

Council at Large Matt Miller

 
Present

Ward 1:   Duane R. Fishpaw      


Present
Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine


Present

Ward 3:   Ruth G. Detrow


Present

Ward 4:   Sandra Tunnell



Present
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES   
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council held Tuesday, May 17, 2016 be approved.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
LEGISLATION
Ordinances:
Ordinance No.  52-16

Item a) 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MATERIAL FOR THE STREET DIVISION OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; OBVIATING FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING; RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE FILING OF THE PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Mayor Stewart provided testimony.

Mayor Stewart stated Mr. Mack isn’t here tonight to talk on this.

Mayor Stewart stated this is for the salt agreement they have with the State of Ohio.

Mayor Stewart stated this is something we do every year and have done for several years.

Mayor Stewart stated the State of Ohio negotiates the cost and we get it by tons.

Mayor Stewart stated this past winter we did not use all that we agreed to take.

Mayor Stewart stated we now have 3400 tons in storage for next year’s use.

Mayor Stewart stated we have around 430 tons to take yet.
Mayor Stewart stated this will be in storage with tarp around it to protect it.

Mayor Stewart stated all this does is allow us to enter into an agreement to buy at the state price.

Mr. Miller stated he will abstain from voting since he is with ODOT and that is who the contracts are through.

There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw.
Abstain: Mr. Miller
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Abstain: Mr. Miller
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Abstain: Mr. Miller
Ordinance No. 53-16
Item b)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF A “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATE FOR THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED EXPENDITURE FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
          
Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony.

Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance allows the payment of the rent for the Health Department to the Ashland County Commissioners.


Mr. Paxton stated the commissioners invoice us annually.

Mr. Paxton stated a purchase order was created on May 18, 2016.


There were no additional comments. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr.Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Ordinance No. 54-16

Item c.)         

AN ORDINANCE REQUESTING THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMSSION TO PROVIDE A PROCESS ALLOWING FOR THE LATERAL TRANSFER OF POLICE OFFICERS TO THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO FROM ANOTHER JURISDICTION AND TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR, EX-OFFICIO SAFETY DIRECTOR, TO SELECT CANDIDATES FOR POLICE OFFICER FROM THE CURRENT ELIGIBILITY LIST OR THE LATERAL TRANSFER LIST; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dis-pensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.

Human Resource Director, Mark Burgess, provided testimony.


Mr. Burgess stated the City has been facing some challenges with recruitment and retention of Police Officers.


Mr. Burgess stated the Patrolmen’s Union recognized this and they proposed a lateral transfer of the process.


Mr. Burgess stated the Chief supports it and so does the Mayor.


Mr. Burgess stated we worked with the union and created the MOU you have a copy of.


Mr. Burgess stated it is to modify the wages and vacation so we can encourage other officers to leave their current department and come to Ashland.


Mr. Burgess stated the Law Director gave his expertise to it and we are now asking you for your support.


Mr. Burgess stated after you support this, we will go to the Civil Service Commission and seek their support to allow us to implement this.


Mr. Burgess stated we will implement this as soon as we can.


Mr. Burgess stated one of the questions that come up in regards to this is seniority.


Mr. Burgess stated the MOU is quite clear that the seniority of the officer coming in on lateral transfer is only used for the determination of wages and vacation.


Mr. Burgess stated once they start with the City of Ashland then their seniority starts the date of hire like all other new employees.


Mr. Burgess stated it won’t interfere with the current employee’s seniority.


Mr. Burgess stated there about 11 cities in the state using this and Springfield had used it the most.


Mr. Burgess stated they have been using it the most and hired 50 % of their employees through this process.


Mr. Burgess stated so I am asking for your support.


There were no further questions.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.

Mr. Burgess stated he has one more thing, they have come up with a tentative agreement with the AFSCME Union and they vote on it Thursday night.


Mr. Burgess stated if it goes through as expected, we will have an ordinance next meeting to ratify that agreement.

Ordinance No. 55-16

Item d.)

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dis-pensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.

Chief Anderson provided testimony.


Chief Anderson stated this ordinance comes before you tonight after about a year of research.


Chief Anderson stated this is a 20 year replacement plan.


Chief Anderson stated this is a rescue engine as opposed to just a fire engine like we had.


Chief Anderson stated this will serve a couple of purposes.


Chief Anderson stated it will replace an engine we have.


Chief Anderson stated this is a fire truck with a lot of storage on it.


Chief Anderson stated he spoke with the council committee already and they are on board.


Chief Anderson stated this is all out of our 222 Fund which comes in from our contractual townships.


Chief Anderson stated this fund will pay to replace the apparatus.


Mayor Stewart stated this is used for capital use.


Chief Anderson stated that is correct.


Mrs. Detrow asked if this comes out of the general fund at all.


Chief Anderson stated absolutely not.


Mayor Stewart stated absolutely not.


Mayor Stewart stated it comes out of the 222 Fund which is designated from the contractual agreements we have with the city townships.

Mr. Fishpaw asked how much water they are hauling on it.


Chief Anderson stated it has a 750 tank.


There were no further questions.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Ordinance No. 56-16

Item e.)

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE DIVISION OF FIRE OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dis-pensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.

Chief  Anderson provided testimony.


Chief Anderson stated this ordinance is brought to you to replace a pickup truck.

Chief Anderson stated this is a three quarter ton pickup that is used to haul hazardous materials, as well as bulk items.


Chief Anderson stated it was not originally purchased by the city.


Chief Anderson stated we are replacing the truck to better serve our needs for years to come. 


Mayor Stewart stated so that is only 15 years old.


Chief Anderson stated yes it is 15 years old.


Mayor Stewart stated he is amazed it has done job it has done for this long.


Chief Burgess stated this again comes out of the 222 Fund.


Mrs. Detrow stated just for emphasis does any money for this come out of the general fund.


Chief Anderson stated absolutely not.


There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Ordinance No. 57-16

Item f.)

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY SERVICES AND ELECTRIC ENERGY FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dis-pensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.

Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony.

Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance allows the city to take advantage of the lower pricing of the electricity.


Mr. Paxton stated we normally spend five cents a kilowatt and the price is expected to go up because of the EPA.


Mr. Paxton stated the market does fluctuate daily so we are trying to lock into a better price for electricity for the rest of the city as well as the water plant.


Mr. Paxton stated this should save us some money.


Mrs. Detrow asked if this has to go on the ballot.


Mr. Paxton stated this is an agreement.


Mrs. Detrow asked if an individual can opt out.


Mr. Paxton stated this is for the city to buy power.


Mr. Paxton stated what you are referring to is an aggregation program that we also participate in.


Mr. Paxton stated the citizens of our community are able to take advantage of  aggregation programs and it saves them a penny a kilowatt.


Mr. Paxton stated is has gone up from last year to this year but our aggregation has gone up as well.


Mr. Paxton stated this program does allow the citizens of Ashland to save a small amount of money.


There were no further questions.

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
 Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 
· Public Hearing Request for change of zoning: 7:10 p.m.


Mr. Kremser stated if you remember the Planning Commission forwarded a letter of recommendation to rezone one parcel on the east side of Amberwood Parkway. 

Mr. Kremser stated it is currently “M-4” Industrial and Business Park to “M-1” Light Industrial District.

Mr. Kremser stated this is requested to be in conformance with its surroundings.


Mr. Kremser stated this was a left over remnant from a rezoning of the west.

Mr. Kremser stated when Walmart came in it was “M-1”.


Mr. Kremser stated this parcel was left out. 


Mr. Kremser stated that “M-4” doesn’t permit assisted living facilities but it does permit hotels and motels.

Mr. Valentine asked if it was that little piece of land which is about 2 acres.


Mr. Kremser stated yes give or take.

Mayor Stewart stated it was the former JC Meyer Real Estate Office.

Mrs. Tunnell asked if they do something with it are they going to put another entrance in off of Amberwood.


Mr. Valentine stated you would have to.


Mrs. Tunnell stated there is one farther east.


Mrs. Tunnell stated once you come around that corner the entrance is right there.


Mrs. Tunnell stated there are four little englets.

Mr. Kremser stated you are talking about what’s on the private drives.


Mrs. Tunnell stated yes.


Mr. Kremser stated this parcel doesn’t have its own access.


Mrs. Tunnell stated so it needs its own entrance.


Mr. Kresmer stated yes it needs its own entrance on Amberwood Parkway.


Mrs. Detrow asked if there is anyone here who wants to speak to this.


Mrs. Tunnell asked if it has to be off Amberwood.

Mrs. Tunnell stated that is going to back cars up on 250.


Mr. Valentine stated you are limited access everywhere else. 


Mayor Stewart stated this went through Planning Commission and they agreed to it.


Mayor Stewart stated we were advised that we can’t force an entrance off of a private driveway.


Mayor Stewart stated the parcel we are talking about there is no agreement with the property owner to access this private driveway.


Mayor Stewart stated he will not allow that.


Mayor Stewart stated we were advised that we can’t prohibit access to a parcel.


Mayor Stewart stated the only way we have access to it is off of Amberwood Parkway.


Mrs. Tunnell asked if they have to submit drawings to you.


Mr. Kresmer stated there will be development drawings.


Mayor Stewart stated we were told that the property owner went through the proper channels.


Mayor Stewart stated the bottom line is there will be no access to that private driveway unless the owner of the private driveway decides to change his mind about giving access to anyone along his driveway.


Mayor Stewart stated the next parcels have agreed to have an agreement with the private owner to have access to the driveway.

Mayor Stewart stated the purchaser of the parcel to the east has been told he doesn’t have to provide access to anyone else.


Mrs. Tunnell stated that is neighborly.


Mayor Stewart stated we never accused him of being neighborly and he has been a problem for us from day 1.


Mayor Stewart stated that is why the Carter Lumber Property is not developed today.


Mrs. Detrow asked so in order to develop the parcel in question we will have an access on Amberwood.


Mayor Stewart stated yes.


Mr. Kremser stated he thinks he will sell it and not develop it. 




Mr. Kremser stated then someone else will develop something on the property.


Mr. Kresmer stated that individual will have to come in with a site plan and bring it back to Planning Commission.


Mr. Kremser stated there is limited use on US 250 that ODOT won’t allow access to.


Mr. Kremser stated we will work through it.


Mrs. Tunnell stated this is just one step in this process.


Mrs. Tunnell stated that is such a tight intersection there.


Mr. Kremser stated ODOT is aware of it because someone reached to them about it.


Mr. Kresmer stated there could also be a potential fire issue there as well.

Mayor Stewart stated that is the status as it stands today.

Mr. Kremser stated there is no development plan right now.


Mr. Kremser stated the rezoning was a request from the city to clean it up.


Mrs. Detrow stated this is the public hearing so is there legislation.


Mr. Kremser stated if we want it.


Mrs. Detrow stated if we don’t want it then we would be blocking progress.


Mr. Valentine stated we want to clean it up.


Mr. Kremser stated this is the hearing.


Mr. Kremser stated he can have an ordinance ready for the next meeting.


Mr. Valentine stated that is fine.


Public Hearing for 2016 CDBG Direct Allocation Grant Project: 7:10 p.m.

Mr. Kremser stated he would like to welcome everyone to the 2nd Public Hearing for the City of Ashland’s Community Development Block Grant Program for 2016.

Mr. Kremser stated the purpose of this second public hearing is to announce the qualified activities the city has chosen to fund through our direct allocation program.


Mr. Kremser stated the city has selected as its sole project for 2016 the West Walnut Rehabilitation Project.


Mr. Kremser stated the goal is to rehabilitate West Walnut Street pavement from Claremont Avenue to Center Street.


Mr. Kremser stated the engineer’s estimate for the project is $90,000.


Mr. Kremser stated of which $73,500 will be funded through the Community Development Grant.


Mr. Kremser stated the proposed project provides improvement to public access.


Mr. Kremser stated the anticipation time frame is late spring to early summer of 2017.


Mr. Kremser stated the remaining $1,500 in direct allocation funds will be appropriated for filling the Fair Housing requirement.
OLD BUSINESS: 
· Further material for consideration relative to income tax increase.

Mr. Kremser stated he did this research on his own time as a resident of Ashland.

Mr. Kremser stated he was curious what other communities in Ohio have done.


Mr. Kremser stated he was very surprised to see that 183 communities have increased their income tax.


Mr. Kremser stated the median tax increase has been 1.5 %.


Mr. Kremser stated these are numbers he put together and he got these from the Department of Taxation.


Mr. Kremser stated the median income tax is 1.825% so we are below the median.


Mr. Kremser stated he wanted to share this with us because he did it on his own time because he was curious.

Mrs. Detrow stated she would be happy to share her copy with anyone.

Mrs. Detrow stated it shows we are getting a tremendous bargain and we need to pay up for it,


Mayor Stewart stated in case anyone is wondering why we aren’t cutting divisions is because we have already cut 45 individuals off the full time pay roll.

Mayor Stewart stated that was since 2008.


Mayor Stewart stated as of today we have around 245 employees plus some seasonal.

Mayor Stewart stated that number was at 301 in 2006/2007.


Mayor Stewart stated he feels just as bad as Mrs. Detrow and the Chiefs about what is happening.


Mayor Stewart stated the funds are not there and we would just have to start closing departments.


A retired firefighter, Mr. Smith, who lives here in the city, stated the city needs to get out of the golf course business and sell the business or property to a private entity.

Mr. Smith stated even though the golf course doesn’t receive money from the general fund there is still profit to be made.


Mr. Smith stated by getting rid of the golf course there would be a lot more money to start with on top of this possible income tax you are talking about.


Mr. Mark Miller, who is Captain of the Ashland Fire Department, stated you can see by numbers the amount of police and firemen here in attendance tonight.


Mr. Miller stated we do appreciate the sentiment from council and Mayor.


Mr. Miller stated they have had the opportunity to meet with councilmen Tunnell and Miller and Mayor Stewart on this.


Mr. Miller stated we met just to see where this proposal was at.


Mr. Miller stated we have had a limited amount of information and we did have some concerns we voiced to the chief.


Mr. Miller stated he feels everyone realizes the need for more safety forces.

Mr. Miller stated they are all here tonight because they heard there is a levy tied to the streets.


Mr. Miller stated this hasn’t really been mentioned or discussed here tonight but there is the possibility of some kind of safety forces levy combined with the streets levy.


Mr. Miller stated we would look for some answers from administration on that.


Mr. Miller stated they have some issues with that and they have shared them with the union body.


Mr. Miller stated he feels they are not able to support this if it is a levy that combines them with the streets.


Mr. Miller stated he feels they have needs to stand on their own merit and needs that are significant.


Mr. Miller stated this is the first time he remembers any kind of a levy for the safety forces and the timing is surprising to us.


Mr. Miller stated they haven’t really heard anything about this until Mrs. Detrow brought it to council.


Mr. Miller stated we would like a chance to have some input on the process.


Mr. Miller stated they operate under very specific rules and to not know anything about a safety forces levy with a deadline approaching puts an extreme amount of pressure on us.


 Mr. Miller stated he is not saying in any way that they would not support it.


Mr. Miller stated everyone has the same goals and that is to serve the citizens of Ashland.


Mr. Miller stated he feels it is worthy some discussion even though they don’t know what the discussion entails yet.


Mr. Miller stated safety forces levies have a high success rate overall.


Mr. Miller stated safety forces levies combined with other levies have a less likely outcome.


Mr. Miller stated they have seen a proposed levy for Madison continue to fail.


Mr. Miller stated he is not sure who has a street and safety forces levy that has succeeded.

Mr. Miller stated it is an unconventional approach to tie it to anything else.


Mr. Miller stated they are willing to support something they can back.


Mr. Miller stated they would be willing to go door to door to help.


Mr. Miller stated they would like the opportunity to work with administration in regards to this.


Mr. Miller stated he thanks council for the opportunity to speak tonight and he looks forward to getting more information.


Mr. Fishpaw asked Mr. Miller if he thinks the unions would support two separate levies better.

Mr. Miller stated he thinks it would be better received by the public if the street levy was separate from the safety forces levy.


Mr. Miller stated he feels the perception is the safety forces levy is being combined with the streets levy so the safety forces will help pass the street levy because it is an unpopular levy.


Mr. Miller stated that is presumptuous to say and he knows that is not anyone’s intention.


Mr. Miller stated he knows that is not the intent of Mrs. Detrow’s proposal to use safety forces to push through with something unpopular.


Mr. Miller stated they have supported previous street levies and they would support this one.


Mr. Miller just feels it needs to be separate from the safety forces levy.


Mr. Fishpaw asked Mr. Miller if he feels the fire levy would have a better chance of getting renewed in five years if the safety forces levy was separate from the streets levy.

Mr. Miller stated he feels he thinks it is better to campaign for something very specific.


Mr. Miller stated he feels they have an advantage to the people because of what they are here for and why.


Mr. Miller stated he feels the people will be more likely to vote for the safety services levy because of that.


Mr. Miller feels street levies are not as popular and not as likely to pass.


Mrs. Tunnell asked what the Madison levy was.


Mr. Miller stated Madison had proposed streets and safety forces levy together and it has been defeated multiple times.


Mr. Smith stated if you put a safety forces levy on it will 99% pass.

Mr. Smith stated leave the street levy off and the money that is gained by the police and fire give what is left to the street department.


Mr. Valentine stated they don’t play that shell game.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we are not going to do that.


Mayor Stewart stated he has learned since their meeting last week that the language of the ordinance can’t be changed once it is voted on.


Mayor Stewart stated so that is why money can’t be given to the street department that was raised for safety services. 


Mr. Miller stated then they would defer to council and the Mayor for their expertise in the matter.


Mr. Miller stated they are uneducated in the process of a levy.


Mr. Miller stated they have never talked about one in sixteen years.


Mayor Stewart stated he mislead their group a week ago saying the allocation could be messed with by future councils.


Mayor Stewart stated the language on the ballot is concrete from what he understands.


Mr. Bush stated the Mayor is correct.


Mr. Miller stated they have had a great relationship with everyone and just wish to have input on this future levy.

Councilman Miller stated you don’t need to convince of us the need for the safety forces levy.


Councilman Miller stated the Chiefs did a great job of speaking to this.


Councilman Miller stated his concern is this council has placed on the ballot twice a quarter percent income tax to fund street repairs and it has not passed.


Councilman Miller stated he feels it would be hard to double that figure and go back to the voters and ask for a half percent increase in income tax.


Councilman Miller stated the good news is anyone who drives on our streets can see how bad they are and how they need repaired.


Councilman Miller feels it makes complete sense to have a separate levy for streets.


Councilman Miller stated Mr. Kremser made a great map that shows all the streets that need repaired in the city.


 Councilman Miller stated we have talked about in previous meetings that if we could get this quarter percent increase passed that over the next five years it would get our streets in good shape.


Mayor Stewart stated we have to be careful saying that.


Mr. Kremser stated we would use it on the major corridors and it would help.

Councilman Miller stated with the safety levy we would definitely need your help to pass it.


Councilman Miller stated you have a good trust with the community and I would tie your faith to the street levy.


Councilman Miller stated we heard the Mayor state how they have reduced their staff over the years by 25 employees.


Councilman Miller stated there has been no decline in city services with that change.


Councilman Miller stated that tells him there are funding issues all over the city.


Councilman Miller stated we have heard there is the possibility of getting land in the near future to build a new fire station and that will take money to build.


Councilman Miller’s concern is then will we have to go back to the people and ask for more money for the fire station.

Councilman Miller feels there is more planning that needs to be done in that regard.


Mr. Fishpaw stated I hope you are not thinking about waiting on the safety services levy because you think we need to pass a street levy.

Mr. Fishpaw stated the Police and Fire need it now, not down the road.


Mr. Valentine agreed with Mr. Fishpaw.


Mr. Fishpaw stated that is the same thing Mr. Miller stated before and he doesn’t like it.


Mr. Valentine stated Mr. Miller has stated he could back the streets but not safety forces.


Mr. Fishpaw stated he doesn’t understand where Mr. Miller is coming from.


Mr. Fishpaw stated he would put two levies on the ballot.


Mr. Fishpaw stated he would put a street levy on and a safety services levy on and whatever passes then passes.


Mr. Fishpaw stated he feels the safety services levy would pass but he is not sure about the streets levy.


Mr. Fishpaw stated we need to deal with the Police and Fire before someone gets killed.


Mrs. Tunnell stated there are other ways to raise money besides an income tax.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we can address all these needs with different funding mechanisms.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we can address all three and they don’t have to be together.


Mrs. Tunnell stated the only thing that came out of our work session that we agreed on is we need to raise revenue.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she doesn’t think anyone up here wants to put all three together.


Mrs. Tunnell stated so now what do we do.


Mr. Smith asked how soon something has to be agreed upon to go on the November ballot.


Mrs. Tunnell stated August.


Mr. Fishpaw stated we need to start before August.


Mrs. Karen Emery asked if they were considering two separate income taxes.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we are discussing a lot of things right now.

Mrs. Emery asked if you are going to be asking for earned income to support these levies.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we talked about this at the work session and I would love to tax you.


Mrs. Tunnell stated because right now I am not taxing you with an income tax levy.


Mrs. Emery asked if an income tax is the only way to accomplish this.


Mrs. Emery stated I am for supporting the streets and the safety forces.


Mrs. Emery agreed they should not go together and we do need something for both.


Mrs. Emery stated you are hitting people with earned income two times so one is going to go down for sure.


Mrs. Tunnell stated it would be great to do one income tax and one something else.


Mrs. Tunnell stated property or license would be good.


Mrs. Tunnell stated to do one property and one income would be great.


Mrs. Tunnell stated or to do a license plate tax.

Mayor Stewart stated we have to be talking apples to apples.


Mayor Stewart stated when you talk license you are talking about a small piece.


Mayor Stewart stated you agree we need a street levy and a safety forces levy but even if the streets passes it is still not going to fix all our streets.


Mayor Stewart stated it will add to the quality of the streets but they all will not get done.


Mayor Stewart stated how you raise the volume of dollars needed with a license increase.


Mayor Stewart stated I am open but we need to look at the total number of dollars needed.


Mayor Stewart stated a license plate tax which would raise a hundred thousand would not be enough.

Mrs. Tunnell stated by having two income tax levies she feels one would fail.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she was just trying to come up with other ways of funding that could be successful.


Mayor Stewart stated you people vote on so if you don’t see the need then you don’t vote for it. 


Someone in the audience asked if we were going for a half percent.

Mr. Fishpaw stated it would be a quarter percent for each.


Mr. Fishpaw asked how a quarter percent for each would put us on the charts.


Mr. Kremser stated when this was originally presented to the voters it was split.


Mr. Kremser stated it was quarter percent safety forces and quarter percent streets.


Mrs. Tunnell argued it was general fund.


Mrs. Tunnell stated first time around it was general fund.


Mrs. Tunnell stated it was presented one general fund for everything.

Mr. Valentine stated there is no intent to put them both together on one levy.


Mr. Valentine stated if we put two on and one passes then I am still happy something got passed.

Mrs. Tunnell asked what if we do a safety forces levy now and streets next year.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she would rather drive around a pot hole then not have enough firemen in the station.


Mr. Kremser stated the needs are there and someone mentioned in the last meeting the state tax cuts we have had.


Mr. Kremser stated it is up to the people to decide what kind of community we want to be.


Mr. Kremser asked what we are doing for infrastructure for the next generation.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she understands the importance of infrastructure but the Police Department is working is ridiculous amounts of hours.


Mr. Kremser stated the level of service has not been affected.


Mr. Kremser stated he has had phone conversations with people enforcing parking and people get upset.


Mr. Kesmer stated the Police only have so much they can do so the level of service has been affected.


Mr. Kremser sees this with calls that come in.


Chief Marcelli stated the effects of our staffing level are cumulative.


Chief Marcelli stated there have been minor reports that have gone unassigned and uninvestigated.


Chief Marcelli stated it might have been someone stole something from a mailbox but those little things lead to bigger things.

Chief Marcelli stated as a community starts to accept that kind of thing then the community turns.


Chief Marcelli stated once a community turns there is no bringing it back.


Mrs. Tunnell asked if he could talk about the School Resource Officer and how it affects that.


Chief Marcelli stated we have that position in the schools to build relationships with the students and to protect the schools.


Chief Marcelli stated he is working on getting that position back in the near future.

Chief Marcelli stated the detective bureau is short staffed and it is a shame.


 Chief Marcelli stated we can’t keep letting these guys work at the level they are working at.

 Mr. Valentine stated plus they deserve time with their family also.


 Chief Marcelli stated we can put flowers up downtown but if the hooligans take over it won’t make a difference.


 Mrs. Tunnell stated once the hooligans take over we will have a very difficult time getting it back.


 Chief Anderson stated we can’t continue the call volume with the personnel we have.

 Mrs. Emery wanted to know if there has been a decision with the county on property tax.

 Mr. Fishpaw stated we just hit the county for the schools.

 Mrs. Emery asked so it hasn’t been discussed.


 Mr. Valentine asked Mr. Paxton to state what we get compared to the county.


 Mr. Paxton stated the school gets 64% and we get around 12 %, and the county 10%.


 Mr. Fishpaw asked Mr. Paxton what a quarter percent income tax would give the safety forces.


 Mr. Paxton stated based off this year’s evaluation it would raise about one million and four.


Mr. Paxton stated you would then split that between the two.


Mr. Paxton stated he thought he heard all five members state they wanted two income taxes.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she didn’t, she wants to be able to tax Mrs. Emery.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we are not taxing these people and they want to help us.


Mrs. Emery stated we also have to think about the senior citizens that haven’t gotten a cost of living raise.


Mrs. Emery stated its kind of a catch 22 situation.


Mrs. Emery stated the income in this community is not really good.


Mrs. Tunnell stated if they don’t start supporting the Police and Fire then they won’t be very good.


Mr. Valentine stated the last time they tried passing the street levy they got 5 letters from seniors saying they couldn’t afford the tax.


Mr. Valentine stated they didn’t want to say if you’re a senior you don’t have to pay this, but they don’t.

Mrs. Emery asked how much it cost to run a levy or to put it on the ballot.


Mrs. Tunnell stated that is two different things.


Mrs. Tunnell stated it is as much money as we raise.


Mayor Stewart stated Mrs. Emery is asking what we pay the county.


Mrs. Emery stated she wants to know what it cost to put it on the ballot


Mr. Paxton stated there is the cost of holding the election in which the city will pay 35 if it’s in the primary and 7,000 if it’s in the general election.


Mrs. Detrow asked no matter how many issues we have.


Mr. Paxton stated it is a fee that the Board of Elections charges the city for holding that election.


Mrs. Emery asked if the bed tax was completely unattainable.


Mrs. Tunnell stated we are already getting money in a bed tax.


Mr. Kremser stated that people that rent properties in the city don’ t have an investment so they don’t have a right to vote.


Mr. Kremser stated this has come up a number of times.

Mr. Kremser stated this has been an issue before.


Mr. Fishpaw stated then that hurts the renter because the owner will end up raising the rent to cover the tax.

Mr. Kresmer stated landlords will refer to that when it’s brought up.


Mrs. Detrow stated we were hired to make some decisions.


Mayor Stewart stated it his opinion that council needs to be unanimous with whatever they deicide or it will be a detriment to passing anything.

Mayor Stewart stated this council need to be unanimous.


Councilman Miller stated that is why you need to show that you have done your homework so you know how much money you are asking for and show how it will be spent.


Mrs. Tunnell stated the chiefs shared the facts.


 Officer Craig Kiley asked have we considered inquiring from other agencies that have successfully passed levies like Wooster.


 Officer Kiley asked if you have talked to them about the experience they have had.


 Officer Kiley stated I am putting my trust in you guys to make the right decision.


 Officer Kiley stated Mr. Fishpaw stated something very important and that is people are going to die.


 Officer Kiley stated people have died because of the heroin problem we have here in the city.


 Officer Kiley stated when you see a police car sitting in a parking lot it’s because we are doing paperwork until the next call comes in.


 Officer Kiley stated the drug problem in this city is killing people.


 Officer Kiley stated we need people out there being proactive on the streets.


 Officer Kiley stated we need to up our staffing so we aren’t just going call to call.


 Officer Kiley stated drugs are killing the quality of life in this town.


 Officer Kiley stated I am saying we don’t need streets but people are suffering.


 Officer Kiley stated he sees this each day as an officer.


 Officer Kiley stated we are doing the best we can and until something changes.


 Officer Kiley stated we all have our roles in this county and until we can get more staffing people are going to continue to keep shop lifting.



Mrs. Tunnell stated when these officers are in their cars doing paperwork it is because it will lead to successful prosecution.


Officer Kiley stated our department in this county puts together great quality paperwork.

Officer Kiley stated our conviction is rate is high because we take our time and put together quality paperwork.

Officer Kiley stated we don’t have the staff that I can just sit at houses that I know drugs are going in and out of.

Mrs. Tunnell stated Wooster had a complex marketing campaign that took two years and it involved a lot of advertising.

Mrs. Tunnell stated we are trying to come up with a plan so you guys get to go home.


Officer Kiley stated we are fighting the same battles just with less people then we use to have.


Officer Kiley we need more Police Officers so we can have some walking through our schools getting to know the kids.

Officer Kiley stated we need our School Resource Officer back.


Officer Kiley stated I don’t know how Wooster did their levy but it worked.


Mr. Fishpaw asked Officer Kiley what kind of succession planning you have been able to do with all the overtime you work.


Officer Kiley stated zero.


Officer Kiley stated I am next in line to get promoted to Sergeant but my job is just keep my head above water.


Mr. Fishpaw stated so you can be become a Sergeant and never have any succession training.

Officer Kiley stated that is correct.


Officer Kiley stated that is why we need to get officers hired.


Officer Kiley stated we have great officers here in this county.


 Officer Kiley stated we need to figure out how we are going to get guys hired to replace the ones retiring.


Officer Kiley stated we are going to lose a Lieutenant in the Spring, he has to leave.


Officer Kiley we are not ready to replace him.


Chief Marcelli stated we purposely gave a promotional test early so we could know who would be the next promoted.


Chief Marcelli stated sometimes openings for promotions happen before they can get the training.


Chief Marcelli stated we don’t replace a supervisor with a patrolman.


Mr. Smith stated council needs to kiss the media’s butt.


Mr. Smith stated unfortunately people will read one story a day and forget about it.


Mr. Smith stated have a story every week in the paper like the Chief’s presentations tonight.

Mr. Smith stated that would be great coverage.


Mr. Smith stated we have social media right now and that is the best way to put this stuff out.


Mr. Smith stated you need to work with the media and I am sure they will work with you guys.


Mr. Smith stated put someone in charge of it to write a story each week.


Mrs. Detrow asked if we are ready to make a motion tonight to put something on the ballot.


Mr. Miller stated if would be nice if we wait until this story goes in and maybe we will get some feedback.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she doesn’t know what motion you could put on that we would all agree to at this point.


Mrs. Tunnell stated I think we should get together sooner than later to figure it out.


 Mrs. Detrow asked if we want to have a special meeting or wait two weeks.


 Mrs. Tunnell stated I don’t think we should wait two weeks.


Mr. Fishpaw stated we are talking two different levies and the safety forces will go out and push the levy heavily.


Mayor Stewart stated something needs to happen, a decision needs to be made.

Mayor Stewart stated he brought this to council’s attention back in April.


Mr. Fishpaw stated he feels we need to go for two levies and he is not sure how many people agree with him.


Council discussed a special meeting time and day.


Mr. Paxton stated a motion won’t do it; you have to have an ordinance.


Mr. Paxton stated an ordinance has to direct him so he knows how to proceed.


Mayor Stewart stated a motion will work to get council together to have an agenda.


Mrs. Detrow confirmed there will be a special session on Friday at 8:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s Office.


Mr. Dave Anchunas stated what we have here is a political crisis.


Mr. Anchunas stated show up Friday and get it done.


Mr. Anchunas stated you are running out of time.

Mrs. Detrow stated the agenda would consist of meeting to come up with potential revenue.

Mrs. Detrow stated we will plan for the Mayor’s Office on Friday but stay loose if you come we may need to change rooms if we have a lot of people.


Mrs. Emery asked if the public can come.


Mrs. Tunnell stated yes it is open to the public.

NEW BUSINESS: 
· Director Updates


Chief Marcelli of the Ashland Police Department stated he would like to thank everyone for the opportunity to address this body this evening.

Chief Marcelli stated one only needs to pick up the paper and read about the frequency and severity of crimes that are being handled by the members of the Ashland Police Division.


Chief Marcelli stated many of these cases are extremely time consuming and require the involvement of several officers and detectives.


Chief Marcelli stated this is as bad as he has ever seen it in the 24 years he has been there.


Chief Marcelli stated the purpose behind his presentation tonight is to communicate to you what the Police Division needs and why the need exists.


Chief Marcelli stated he would like to address three areas of concern which are; budget, operations, and personnel.


Chief Marcelli stated in regards to the budget the Police Division has an authorized strength of 32 sworn officers plus Chief of Police.


Chief Marcelli stated the last time we were at this level was in 2001.


Chief Marcelli stated we have budgeted for 2016 for 25 sworn and we are currently at 23.


Chief Marcelli stated the personal services budget has been decreasing since 2007.


Chief Marcelli stated in 2004 the percentage of the general fund allocated to the Police Division was 29% and it dropped to 27% in 2005.


Chief Marcelli stated that is where it remains today.

Chief Marcelli stated the 2% of the 2016 General Fund Budget would be $233,700.



Chief Marcelli stated this would pay for almost 4 probationary officers at maximum pay and benefits.


Chief Marcelli stated by April of 2015 Patrol Officers worked 604 hours of regular overtime at an average rate of $46.60.


Chief Marcelli stated a probationary officer would have cost $38.80 an hour. 


Chief Marcelli stated there is no benefit to paying out these hours at time and half in lieu of straight time for new officers.


Chief Marcelli stated in regards to operations that the current staffing levels are not adequate to provide long term above average police services.


Chief Marcelli stated as a result of that we have eliminated both the DARE and School Resource Officer programs.


Chief Marcelli stated the biggest loss has been to the detective bureau.


Chief Marcelli stated overtime for these detectives is necessarily high to enable them to get their jobs done.

Chief Marcelli stated reports are evaluated and either assigned out for investigation or made inactive based on solvability factor score.


Chief Marcelli stated in the past it was the Patrol Bureaus ability to address specific criminal and traffic issues that prevented such things as the recent large drug seizure.

Chief Marcelli stated as a comparison to Cities of similar population we are currently staffed at the bottom.


Chief Marcelli stated in regards to personnel there were 3 retirements in 2015 only one of which was anticipated.


Chief Marcelli stated finding viable candidates to hire has been difficult with a washout rate of 80% during background investigations.

Chief Marcelli stated there are currently 4 senior supervisors eligible to retire. 


Chief Marcelli stated we must get ahead of these retirements and their replacements in place to maintain adequate staffing.


Chief Marcelli stated succession planning is a vital component of efficient operation.


Chief Marcelli stated advanced supervisory schools are not only expensive but they require a large amount of time away from work.


Chief Marcelli stated this would be difficult given our current staffing to accomplish this.  


Chief Marcelli stated finally the most valuable asset of the police division is the people who fill its ranks.


Chief Marcelli stated they work hard every day and even if I ask them to slow down they would not.


Chief Marcelli stated we are taking unfair advantage of them by not providing adequate staffing to maintain the level of service this community has come to expect.

Chief Marcelli stated our current level of staffing necessitates that patrol officers work harder during their shift.


Chief Marcelli stated officers are working more overtime to fill slots to meet minimum staffing.


Chief Marcelli stated they are working days off and trying to balance family time. 


Chief Marcelli stated this condition could also adversely affect recruiting and retention which only further exasperates the situation.


Chief Marcelli stated we have reached our breaking point and I can see it in their faces every day.


Chief Marcelli stated if we don’t restore Police Division staffing then the city may not be safe in the future. 


Chief Marcelli stated the purpose of my presentation was to explain to you what the Police Division needs and why. 


Chief Marcelli stated I ask you to weigh funding options and restore the staffing of the Police Division to a minimum of 30 sworn officers.


Chief Anderson from Fire Department stated he thanks Council for the opportunity to address this concern.

Chief Anderson stated as you have seen in last week’s paper we recently hired 3 replacement personnel.


Chief Anderson stated he wanted to remind us that these new hires are not additional personnel but are replacements for 2 firefighters that took positions at a department in their hometown.


Chief Anderson stated one had retired after 24 years of service.


Chief Anderson stated he would like to start by giving an overview of our coverage area.


Chief Anderson stated they respond to all fire and EMS calls within the City of Ashland and two contractual townships, Milton and Montgomery.


Chief Anderson stated Ashland is the only career department in the county; we staff 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.


Chief Anderson stated at this time they have 33 uniformed personnel.


Chief Anderson stated including himself there are 4 staff that work Monday through Friday to perform their duties and cover peak times.


Chief Anderson stated this leaves 29 members divided among 3 – 24 hour shifts to handle emergency responses as well as the day-to-day activities.


Chief Anderson they maintain their shifts each day with a minimum of 6 personnel and utilize “emergency callback” when manning drops below 6.

Chief Anderson stated in the last two week period we have had 96 times manning fell below 6 on the initial call.


Chief Anderson stated 22 times there were additional calls while below 6 and 9 times where the station was empty.


Chief Anderson stated as of today we are 94 runs over last year at this time, that’s a 5.5 % increase.


Chief Anderson stated EMS is 82.5 % of our run volume and drops staffing.


Chief Anderson stated in 2015 we had 2 Medic units out at the same time 543 times, 3 or more out at the same time in 59 instances.


Chief Anderson stated this too is increasing, in 2013 those numbers were 470 and 32 respectively.


Chief Anderson stated with these statistics it is inevitable that we rely on our surrounding county volunteer departments to handle our runs from time to time which increase response times.


Chie Anderson stated they are an emergency response department that not only handles Fire and EMS, but they respond to numerous other emergencies including: Hazardous Material incidents, confined space and high angle rescue, electrical, carbon monoxide and natural gas emergencies.

Chief Anderson stated with their proactive approach, last year they provided public education to 2766 individuals.


Chief Anderson stated each of the members are mandated by the State of Ohio to a minimum of 61 hours of continuing education annually, last year we doubled that number logging 4017.


Chief Anderson stated in addition to this we are responsible for our own general housekeeping and maintenance in a station that was opened 45.5 years ago.

Chief Anderson stated with the additional appropriations we will have the ability to hire more personnel and reduce the chance for a delay in services to our customers.


Chief Anderson stated all of this being said we are truly an insurance policy, we are there whenever you  need us, but…..you hope you never need to utilize our emergency service.


Mr. Miller asked the Chiefs  if he could have copies of their written presentations.


Chief Anderson and Chief Marcelli agreed.


Mrs. Detrow stated we have heard two reports and both of them make me feel ashamed that we are not doing better by our Police and Fire Department.


Mrs. Detrow stated we have to do something council.

· Advertising Permit National Cash Advance

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mrs. Fishpaw to allow advertising permit.
Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Nay: Mrs. Tunnell

FINANCE DIRECTOR:

Mr. Paxton stated in the previous discussions about the budget we talked about combining the recreational funds.


Mr. Paxton passed out a worksheet of that to council members.


Mr. Paxton stated this worksheet is of current appropriations.


Mr. Paxton stated they will be working on the tax budget and he would like to advertise a Public Hearing on July 5th at the Council Meeting to discuss that.


Mr. Paxton stated we have to pass that the second meeting in July which led to the worksheet he passed out.


Mr. Paxton stated please let me know what you think of it.


Mrs. Tunnell asked about the park levy that was mentioned awhile back. 

Mr. Paxton stated yes and I provided you with that information at the last council meeting.

Mr. Paxton stated we have 3 potential elections unless you want to have a special election for this.


Mr. Valentine asked how long the park levy has been in effect for.


Mr. Paxton stated over 20 years.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Mrs. Tunnell stated there was an incident a few weeks ago where there was a squirrely individual downtown and Sgt. Alting was there with many other officers.


Mrs. Tunnell stated she wanted to thank you for being there and helping the merchants.


Mrs. Detrow stated she has had numerous complaints about the grass in the city.


Mrs. Detrow stated the city doesn’t mow private property.


Mrs. Detrow stated the city doesn’t mow along Jamieson Creek because the city doesn’t own the property.


Mrs. Detrow stated we now have a basketball court on Jacobs Street and it is loaded with people playing basketball.


Mrs. Detrow stated all the noise is driving one neighbor crazy.

Mrs. Detrow stated we will have to look into that and make some decisions on it.


Officer Aaron Kline stated he handled a call there today at that park.


Officer Kline stated he spoke with the homeowner there and his concerns are they will be there late or a ball will hit his truck.


Officer Kline advised him to call us if he has any issues.


Mrs. Detrow stated she has had no complaints about it.


Mrs. Detrow thanked Officer Kline for his help.


Mr. Fishpaw asked the time frame when they get a complaint on grass.


Mayor Stewart stated once the complaint comes in it goes to Mr. Kremser then he sends someone out to verify it and take pictures of it.


Mayor Stewart stated then they notify the property owner and they have five days to address it.


Mayor Stewart stated we go back out and if it still hasn’t been addressed then we call a private contractor to mow it.


Mr. Fishpaw stated so it takes about a week.


Mayor Stewart stated it could take two weeks.


Mr. Fishpaw stated people don’t understand we can’t just go out and mow it.


Mayor Stewart stated then we charge the property owner.

MAYOR COMMENTS:



Mayor Stewart stated the basketball court was taken to Planning Commission.


Mayor Stewart stated he has talked to Mr. Kremser about it and he is going to pull out the minutes from that meeting to see what the dialog was.

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: 


Mr. Smith stated his main concern tonight is the un kept properties in the city.


Mr. Smith stated he traveled around the city last week and came across 20 houses that were abandoned.


Mr. Smith stated the grass was extremely high.


Mr. Smith stated when you get off 71 and exit on to 250 there are cigarette buds everywhere.


Mr. Smith asked Mr. Miller to look into that.


Mr. Smith stated the Corridor on 250 looks very nice and the city has kept it nice.


Mr. Smith asked if the Law Director can do something about all the unkempt properties.


Mayor Stewart stated he just went over the process for high grass.


Mayor Stewart stated if you have an address get it to me and we will take it through the process.


Mayor Stewart stated by two weeks it should be cut.


Mr. Smith asked if you can speed the process up.


Mayor Stewart stated we have to notify the property owner.


Mayor Stewart stated foreclosures are owned by banks so that is different. 


Mayor Stewart stated banks out of state are hard to get a hold of.

Mrs. Tunnell stated write the addresses down and give them to Mr. Kremser to look into.


Mr. Smith stated everyone’s ward has problems.


Mr. Valentine stated just let someone know what you see in their ward.
ADOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSSION: 9:25 p.m.
Moved by Mrs.Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn the meeting.
Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller.
Respectfully Submitted by







Jody Toms, Clerk of Council
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