
 
 

Ashland City Council 
 

 

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 

 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers 

 

ROLL CALL 

Council at Large Matt Miller         Present 

Ward 1:  Duane Fishpaw          Present 

Ward 2:  Robert M Valentine            Present 

Ward 3:  Ruth G Detrow      Present 

Ward 4:  Sandra Hedlund Tunnell     Present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 

held Tuesday, July 19, 2016 be approved. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 

held Tuesday, August 2, 2016 be approved. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

LEGISLATION 

Ordinances: 

Ordinance No. 76-16 

Item a.) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF A “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATE FOR 

THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED EXPENDITURE FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton, Finance Director. 

  

 Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance addresses several goods and services the city purchased and the 

purchase order just did not get caught up when they were ordered. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it was probably a timing issue. 



 Mr. Paxton stated the materials needed to be ordered and the purchase order did not get caught up. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the money was appropriated and the departments anticipated the expenditures. 

   

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

Ordinance No. 77-16 

Item b.) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE ACCESSIBLE VAN (AV) FOR ASHLAND PUBLIC 

TRANSIT, OBVIATING FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

 

 Testimony provided by Liz McClurg. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this is for the purchase of an accessible vehicle for Ashland Public Transit that was 

part of our 2016 contract. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this cost $49,627.67 and the city’s share will be $4,962.77. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this will give us an accessible van that is comparable to a full size van. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated she thought this was 100% funded from the Federal Government. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated she is right, it is 100% funded this year. 

   

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 



Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

 

Ordinance No. 78-16 

Item c.) 

AN ORDINANCE CONFIRMING THE DIRECTOR OF FINANCES ACTIONS TO TEMPORARILY 

ADVANCE FUNDS FROM THE (101) GENERAL FUND TO THE (254) COMMUNITY 

CORRECTIONS FUND UNTIL SUCH TIME AS GRANT FUNDING WOULD BE RECEIVED IN 

ORDER TO RE-PAY THE SAID ADVANCEMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton, Finance Director. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this is a unique situation where if we wouldn’t have advanced this fund the money 

then it would not have been able to pay its bills, including payroll. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the grant money had to go through the state to the county to the city and there was a 

tiny issue of about three days. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it was at the end of the month and all the money that was advanced to this fund has 

been returned. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated they did receive their grant money and the advance was paid back to the general fund. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it was a timing issue and unfortunately we didn’t have a council meeting so I did 

advance it. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he did send all members of council an email stating we would advance it temporarily 

and it would be repaid. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 



Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Ordinance No. 79-16 

Item d.) 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO REVISED INVESTMENT POLICY; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton, Finance Director. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance goes back to 1996 when it was first enacted and adopted by this body. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it has been amended twice now and the policy just needed updated. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated there were some changes in the state laws and in order to comply with 133 of the 

ORC the city had to make these changes to the Investment Policy. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated these were minor changes but we were required to do it. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell asked if we just save up and do it every 10 years. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated as long as the state cooperates. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

 

Ordinance No. 80-16 

Item e.) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AS SERVICE SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 

INTO AN AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE A TRACTOR FROM ASHLAND TRACTOR SALES AND 

TRADE IN A USED TRACTOR AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 



Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

 

 Testimony provided by Jerry Mack. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated this tractor we are trading has been a long time coming. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated they didn’t think they could use a zero turn mower to do the hills and so on. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated in fact by using a zero turn this will help speed up our mowing. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated we are trading in one of our four wheel drive tractors for a zero turn. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated we can’t do it all with it but it is going to save us time with their great mowing 

capabilities. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated with trade in value we have to get it approved by council because the value is over 

$5,000.00. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated the tractor is not state bid but they have a municipal program through hustler which is a 

couple thousand dollars less then state bid. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated so they have a real good municipal program. 

 

 Mr. Valentine asked where the company is located. 

 

 Mr. Mack stated Ashland, Ashland Tractor Supply. 

  

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

Ordinance No. 81-16 

Item f.) 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 



Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this was anticipated revenue we calculated for at the beginning of this year. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated anytime you do appropriations you hope all your numbers come out ok. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance allows the additional revenue to first of all be created and allocated for 

line items that are attached to that ordinance. 

 

 Ms. Tunnell asked if the items in right hand corner of the attachment would not have been paid if we 

wouldn’t have gotten so much income tax back. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated all the items in the right column have been spent. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated what we are doing is using the additional revenue to cover the expenditures. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell asked if this was all in our original budget. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the lines were all there, it’s above what our original appropriations were. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated you may have to do some transfers later on in the year. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated that makes sense. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the transfers make it more complicated. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it affects a lot of lines. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

 

 



Ordinance No. 82-16 

Item g.) 

AN ORDINANCE TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATIONS WITHIN A FUND FROM ONE 

LINE TO ANOTHER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance unfortunately did not have the luxury of the last ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the funds attached to this ordinance are a transfer. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it was appropriated money in these funds and is being reallocated to the other line 

items. 

  

 Mr. Paxton stated this is in order to meet the needs or anticipated needs. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated particularly the Water Department is looking for some additional funding. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.  

 

Mr. Wolfe stated those last two ordinance couldn’t be combined because they were just too different and 

had to be separated.  

 

Mr. Wolfe stated one was appropriating and one was transferring. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated you could very easily want to approve one and not the other. 

  

Ordinance No. 

Item h.) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE AGREEMENT WITH THE 

ASHLAND AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOMENT CORPORATION (AAED) FOR PROFESSIONAL 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to table the legislation. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

 Testimony provided by Rick Wolfe. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated before we proceed with this he does not feel it is ready. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell and Mr. Valentine stated we were going to table it anyway, 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated if you want to do that it is fine. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated you can either defer or table it. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated this is likely to be changed because there are some incompletions. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated you might to just withdraw it. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated it doesn’t appear to take effect until 2017. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated we have plenty of time to address it but there are two issues with it. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated this is not a big problem, it just needs completed. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated these incompletions need to be addressed before it comes back to council. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the ordinance is going to have to be revised slightly. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated when you do look at the agreement that he felt very good about it. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated there are a lot of good things in the agreement; he just feels there are just two things 

that are incomplete. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated they have been addressed; they just didn’t get memorialized in the documents. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated we need to remember the city started Economic Development. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated he agrees with the concerns Mr. Wolfe has regarding legally everything has to be 

turned back in. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated Mr. Paxton is working on that and he suggests there be a state audit. 

 



 Mr. Paxton stated the State is recommending a state audit for this so the books are closed out properly 

and any assets get returned to the county and the city.  

  

 Mr. Paxton stated this legislation was drafted by me and the Mayor in effort to give you something to 

consider. 

  

 Mr. Paxton stated this is something we have worked on to try and get some consideration before the end 

of the year. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated we wanted to draft something for you to look at. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the lease agreement was taken from the County Health Department. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this was what the county and city agreed to when the Health Department 

Administration Office moved to Route 60. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he agrees with Mr. Wolfe it needs some help. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated if you have input please let him know and he will try to address those concerns. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated he was stuck on how they were going to bill us. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated they will be billing us on a monthly basis or quarter. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated every quarter. 

 

 Mr. Valentine asked if they bring a big business in does their bill go up. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated no, our bill is a flat fee for services rendered. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated if you go back in the year we have had a lot of discussion about this. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he was not addressing the merits of the agreement or the lease agreement. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he thinks they are both fine in principal. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the problem was the lease wasn’t referenced in the ordinance and there was one 

incomplete provision in the agreement. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated once those two provisions are included then it’s ready to come back to council. 

 

  Mr. Miller stated I know the City of Ashland will see minimum changes in the way we have been doing 

Economic Development. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated not even the name changes; it just changes the status of the organization itself. 



 

 Mayor Stewart stated the changes are minimum, but it does change. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell asked Mrs. Detrow if she had a motion to withdraw. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated she asked for a motion to withdraw ordinance. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to withdraw ordinance. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated that he suggests that all council members look over their documents and let them 

know if you see something you are not in favor of. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated the proposed board is meeting tomorrow. 

  

 Mayor Stewart stated look it over and let him of any changes that need to be made before the next 

council meeting. 

 

Ordinance No. 83-16 

Item i.) 

AN ORDINANCE REVISING THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO 

TO PROHIBIT THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING AND RETAIL DISPENSING OF MARIJUANA 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEDICAL USE IN ALL ZONING DISTRICTS OF THE CITY OF 

ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

 Testimony provided by Rick Wolfe. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated this ordinance is the result of the legislature which got the Governor’s approval to 

authorize marijuana for medical purposes. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the effective date is September 9
th

, 2016, which is this week. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated there has been a lot of discussion about this as to what approach should be taken in 

regard to this new law as it relates to each individual city. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the statue authorizing the medical marijuana has a specific provision in it authorizing 

cities to regulate or prohibit the cultivation process and retail dispensing within corporate limits. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated so the question became what approach we want to take in Ashland. 

 



 Mr. Wolfe stated he has seen one city that has enacted legislation that did a complete prohibition. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he has seen a couple of other cities that are contemplating selective areas. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated there is one city that has permitted it anywhere because they thought it was going to be 

economically beneficial to the community. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated all those points are valid but what approach is appropriate for us. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated about 90% what to do something. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated some to wait until the state gets regulations which might not be until next year.  

  

 Mr. Wolfe stated his prevailing thought is the city needs to do something before the law goes into effect. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he feels it would be easier to back off a prohibition then to make a partial regulation 

and then decide we want to go more restrictive. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated that would create more problems. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated what he is suggesting is at this point we adopt a prohibition to the cultivation process 

and retail dispensing of marijuana for medical use throughout the city of Ashland. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked if the marijuana they are talking about would have to be prescription. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked what the difference between marijuana and any other prescription drug. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated well its marijuana and it’s illegal to possess or cultivate. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated it can only be used for medical purposes. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated then we have to deal with problems of people presenting false prescriptions. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he feels we don’t want to invite those problems in our city. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated we have the option to do so.  

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked if a doctor feels marijuana will help a terminally ill person in the City of Ashland 

then they won’t be able to get it in the city. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated no. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked if they can get it outside the city and bring it in. 

  

 Mr. Wolfe stated yes. 



 

 Mr. Valentine asked if they can then be arrested. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated no. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw doesn’t understand how you can go to Mansfield to get a prescription and not here. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated if it is going to be regulated by a doctor then he doesn’t understand why the people 

in Ashland that need it can’t get it here. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe then that might be something you want to revise in the prohibition at a later date. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe feels we need more time to think it through, and he feels we are not at that point yet. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated one thought that came to his mind is a majority of the people that voted when this was 

on the ballot voted no. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated they didn’t want it legalized in the State of Ohio. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked then did it pass. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated it didn’t pass. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated our State Legislature jumped the gun and got something done before anyone else 

could. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated it was going to be coming back on the ballot anyway for something. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the legislature decide to preamp that and establish some guidelines which we haven’t 

seen yet. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated once we see those State regulations and how the state intends to enforce it then we 

could amend the prohibition. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated he understands what Mr. Wolfe is saying. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe explained it’s better to go about it this way then to just sit back and see what happens. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated what worries him is if they tell us to do it their way or we won’t give you any 

money. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated that is the way it has been lately. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated there is good reason to approach it in this fashion. 

 



 Mr. Wolfe stated that way we can decide what kind of zoning classifications we want. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated this also gives us time to see the State’s regulations on it. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw asked if they were out. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated no and the law goes into effect this week. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated a letter would have to be written by your doctor for this because it has not been 

approved yet. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated what this prevents is the cultivation of marijuana so no one can open up a shop and 

grow marijuana. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated we are not talking about the kind that is smoked; this would be a pill form of it. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated your point is I can’t go to CVS on Monday and fill a prescription. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated no. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated pharmacist can’t dispense this material because it is not a scheduled drug. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated until these regulations come out we don’t know how this is going to work. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated that is not going to be an easy task to do. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated that makes sense and he just needed the clarification that Mr. Wolfe provided. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated if we want to know how this will work then we need to talk to people in Colorado right 

now. 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

 

Ordinance No. 84-16 

Item j.) 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND APPROVING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR 

DISPATCH SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE ASHLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE FOR THE 

CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 



 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he must apologize he just got another bill. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the previous one was attached to the ordinance for the previous month and the August 

bill came today. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he did ask the clerk to catch both those invoices up. 

 

 Mr. Valentine asked if we were done paying them now. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated maybe not but should be the majority of it. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated the major labor should be gone. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated that $40,000.00 is way above what we normally pay. 

 

 Mr. Valentine is just concerned since we normally pay around $32,000.00. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell asked if we have to amend the ordinance since the amount is not in there. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated no. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Ordinance No. 85-16 

Item k.) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

HOME SAVINGS AND LOAN COMPANY FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THEIR BUILDING 

THROUGH THE COMMUNITY DEVLOPMENT DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION GRANTS 

PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 



 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow 

Abstain: Mrs. Tunnell 

 

 Testimony provided by Shane Kremser. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated when we got the downtown revitalization grant that the city was going to front the 

money and we would be reimbursed. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the first few projects were fronted the money by the city and we would be 

reimbursed by the state. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the downtown project is under contract so construction will start this month. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated we will provide half the cost and then we would go to the state online and request 

that money. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated we are not only working with one grant. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated there is only one grant proposal approved. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated that is correct. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated there are several projects but this one project is being expedited because the building 

is less than 50 years old so the environmental review was simple. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated there are a lot of other projects planned. 

  

 Mr. Miller asked if one of the projects is under $25,000.00 then it doesn’t have to come through us. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated yes that is right. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he is able to authorize the spending up to $25,000.00. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated so it is not limited to this grant. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated no. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

 

 



Moved by Mrs. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Miller that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Abstain: Mrs. Tunnell 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Valentine that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mr. Miller. 

Abstain: Mrs. Tunnell 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Abstain: Mrs. Tunnell 

 

Resolution No. 7-16 

Item a.) 

A resolution authorizing the submittal of the 2017 proposal with the Ohio Department of Transportation 

for grants through the US DOT Federal Transit Administration (FTA), as authorized under Federal 

Transit Laws, as codified, 49 USC Section 5311, Financial Assistance for Other Than Urbanized Areas 

and funds available from the Ohio Public Transportation Grant Program and executing a contract with 

the Ohio Department of Transportation upon grant proposal acceptance. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.  

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

 

 Testimony provided by Liz McClurg. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this is an annual resolution that comes from ODOT for the Ashland Public Transit. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this is so we can receive grant money from the FTA that channels through us from 

ODOT. 

 

 Ms. McClurg stated this is to aid in the in the financing of capital and operating assistance projects and 

the Ohio Public Transportation Grant Program. 

  

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed. 



Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

Abstain: Mr. Miller 

 

Resolution No. 8-16 

Item b.) 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET 

COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM 

TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 

dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw 

 

 Testimony provided by Larry Paxton. 

  

 Mr. Paxton stated this resolution is for our tax budget that was submitted to the county. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this now establishes the rates and the amounts the county will collect on the property 

tax for next year. 

 

  There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 Public Hearing on Am vets Alley Vacation- 7:10 p.m. 

 Mr. Kremser stated this is typical procedure for an alley vacation. 

  

 Mr. Kremser stated there is always a public hearing for input. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated this is the Am vets Alley that is off of Third Street. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow asked if anyone had anything to say in favor of the Alley Vacation. 

  

 Mrs. Detrow asked if anyone opposed it. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe asked Mr. Kremser if it was between two parcels. 

 



 Mr. Kremser stated that is correct. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated it is a narrow alley. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated that alley does not serve a public purpose, and it’s owned by the same party on both 

sides. 

 Moved by Mr. Wolfe on behalf of the Board of Revisions Assessment that the alley be vacated, 

seconded by Mr. Paxton. 

 Ayes: All were in favor 

 Nays: No one was opposed 

  

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 Liquor Permit for DBA Bell Stores 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to not have a meeting. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

FINANCE DIRECTOR: None 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

 

Mrs. Tunnell stated she had someone complain about tall grass and the Police Chief was kind and let 

someone go out and check out the house. 

 

Mrs. Tunnell stated Mr. Kremser has done a great job of communicating with me and the 

homeowner. 

 

Mrs. Tunnell stated there are many steps you have to do and this does not happen overnight. 

 

Mrs. Tunnell thanked Mr. Kremser for addressing it. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she received a phone call from someone who lives on Luray, which is around the 

new school, stating they are getting a lot of door to door sales pitches. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated these people are being very aggressive and demanding they let them in their 

house to listen to them. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she has discussed with Mr. Wolfe and the people can simply say go away. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated if the people don’t immediately leave then they are trespassing and then they are 

breaking the law. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated we don’t have a law that speaks to peddlers and sales people. 

 



Mrs. Detrow stated her question is to everyone who reads the paper, what your thoughts on this are. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she did a little survey with some surrounding communities about this issue. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated only one community stated they don’t have anything at all. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated most communities stated they have laws regulating that. 

 

Mrs. Detrow wants to know if you want us to pursue that. 

  

Mrs. Detrow stated or should people be brave enough to simply say go away or I will call the police 

right now.  

  

Mrs. Holly Stevens asked what kind of law you would make. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she surveyed some communities and asked them to email her their laws. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she hasn’t had time to read them yet so she is not sure yet. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she talked to Loudonville, Ontario, City of Mansfield and some other 

communities. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated most cities require some sort of registration and a fee to have a license to go door 

to door. 

 

Mr. Fishpaw asked if girl scouts can go door to door to sell cookies in Mansfield. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she didn’t know. 

 

Mrs. Tunnell stated we talked about this before years ago. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated we did discus this before and there were issues of fundraisers and neighborhood 

kids selling items. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated we talked about having people fill registration that want to solicit door to door. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated that is an option council can adopt. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated he has suggested in the past that people can put up on sign on their door that says 

no solicitation. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated if a person goes up to a door then they have trespassed and they can be arrested. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated if someone doesn’t want to open their door then they don’t have to or they can 

have a peep hole. 



 Mr. Wolfe stated the question is will some kind of universal registration fix the problem and the 

answer is no. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated it may help it but it won’t fix it. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated if that is the approach council wants to take then then you have a right to do that.  

 

Mr. Wolfe stated you would need to adopt reasonable uniform regulations. 

 

Mayor Stewart asked would a legitimate question be when talking to other communities be can you 

quantify the actions that have had to be taken by the police department. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated if there has been no action taken then the bottom line is just something on the 

books. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated if people have been utilizing the law by called the police department the n that 

is something that is quantifiable. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she is turning this survey over to our clerk to work on. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated we don’t want people to be frightened and the call she got the person was 

frightened because the sale people were aggressive. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated her number is in the paper, she would like to hear from everyone on this issue. 

 

Mr. Miller stated he thinks it is nice when we can solve our problems without additional laws. 

 

Mr. Miller stated if you are concerned who is knocking on your door then don’t answer it. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated whatever the people want is probably what’s going to happen.  

  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated they have a vacancy on the Ashland City County Health Board coming soon and 

he has contacted a person that could fill that vacancy well. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he is authorized to recommend to council the name and it is up to council to yay or 

nay that appointment. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he is recommending Michael Dorr to the Ashland City County Health Board. 

  

 Appointment of Michael Dorr to City Health Department Board 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to appoint Michael Dorr to the Ashland City County 

Health Department Board. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell 



 Mayor Stewart stated he was approached about a proclamation that is not going to read, but he has it if 

anyone wants to read it. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated it is a proclamation about prostate cancer because this is prostate cancer awareness 

month. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he does support it will forward it the appropriate requester. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated in regards to advertising in the park system, we have been approached by 

individuals about advertising banners on softball fences, backs of dug outs, and backs of structures in the park 

system. 

 

 Mayor Stewarts stated he has had dialogue with Mr. Wolfe about this and it can bring a lot of issues. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated people will say why you selected that person instead of me. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated it has merit in that it could bring some money into the park system but there will 

be issues. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he brings this to council for them to think about but he doesn’t need an answer 

tonight. 

 

  

 Mayor Stewart stated there is a group of people that would like to add advertising to the benches at the 

soccer fields.  

 

 Mayor Stewart stated council needs to play a major role in this. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he wants input on it from council for our next council meeting. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell asked if the high school does it. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated that is a good question. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated we did back in the 90’s. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated the college does it. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated that is a private entity. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he is asking council members to share with him next council meeting if they want 

to pursue this. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated she thinks it is an interesting road to go down and she wonders what other schools 

are doing so the wheel doesn’t have to be reinvested. 



 

 Mayor Stewart stated he puts this in council’s hands so do what you want with it. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he will be asking for an Executive Session for the Sale of City Properties. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION to Executive Session For The Purpose Of Sale of City 

Properties and Municipal Parking Lot: 8:13 p.m. No action will be taken. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to move to Executive Session. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller 

 

ADJOURNMENT from Executive Session to Regular Session: 9:20 pm. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw 

 

ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSION: 9:20 P.M. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine 

 

 

     Respectfully Submitted by 

     Jody Toms, Clerk of Council 
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