Minutes RS City Council December 1, 2015


Ashland City Council

MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL

Tuesday, December 1, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Chambers

Council President Stephen Stuart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

ROLL CALL

Council-at-Large & President:   Stephen L. Stuart 
Present

Ward 1:   Duane R. Fishpaw      


Present
Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine


Present

Ward 3:   Ruth G. Detrow


Present

Ward 4:   Sandra Tunnell



Present
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES   
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council held Tuesday, November 17, 2015 be accepted as submitted.

Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Special Session City Council held November 23, 2015 be accepted as submitted.
Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
LEGISLATION
Ordinances: 
Ordinance No.  88-15

Item a)

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING CHAPTER 230 MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow, and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 
Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart.
Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony at the meeting on November 17, 2015.
      
There were no additional comments. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the second reading.
Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Ordinance No. 89-15
Item b)

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF A “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATE FOR THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED EXPENDITURE FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes:  Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
          
Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony.

Mr. Paxton stated  these are the expenditures that did not catch up with the purchase orders.

Mr. Paxton stated these have exceeded the three thousand dollar threshold so he can not approve them.



There were no additional comments. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnel, Dr. Stuart.  
Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw.
Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes:  Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Ordinance No. 90-15
Item c)

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 127.04 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO, RELATIVE TO THE RATES AND CHARGES FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be 
dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
          
Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony.

Mr. Paxton stated this is an ordinance allowing us to tweak our EMS charges.


Mr. Paxton stated this allows us to charge the recipients that utilize our EMS services.


Mr. Paxton stated the last time we saw an increase was 2010.

Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance allows an incremental increase for the next three years of roughly fifty dollars a year for each of the services we provide.


Mr. Paxton passed out an additional sheet of information that provided the numbers with where they are as of November with the EMS charges.


Mr. Paxton stated the charges will be adjusted down by the Government or Private Pay Insurance Companies.


Mr. Paxton stated those are standard adjustments that we have no say in when they pay the bill.


Mr. Paxton stated it shows you the mileage and different services we have provided.


Mr. Paxton stated the breakdown of the fifty percent of the seven hundred and thirty thousand comes from the Government payments.

Mr. Paxton stated it is your Medicaid and Medicare.


Mr. Paxton stated this gives you an idea of where we are on the charges and a breakdown of the allocations in them. 

Dr. Stuart asked if we have a proposed rate for 2015 and we pass it tonight then when does that go into effect.


Mr. Paxton stated it goes into effect as soon as you pass it.


Mrs. Tunnell stated the paperwork in the ordinance states it is 2016 since it is December 1st.

Mrs. Tunnell stated the ordinance states 2015.


Mr. Paxton stated it must have been a typo error.


Dr. Stuart stated it would start in 2016 and extend out to 2018.


Mr. Paxton agreed and apologized for the error.


Dr. Stuart asked when it comes to Medicare what would they reimburse on a run.


Mr. Paxton stated Medicare would reimburse about a $150 of the $575 invoice.


Mr. Paxton stated Medicaid would reimburse $86.00.


Dr. Stuart stated private carriers would be more but billed less than $400.

Mr. Paxton stated they would be billed about $312.


Mr. Paxton stated there are some write offs that could be turned over to Collections but it is very rare we would be able to collect on it.


Mayor Stewart stated our policy remains that they bill three times and they cannot write it off.


Mayor Stewart stated that it comes back to us.


Mr. Paxton stated it does in deed come back to the City.  


Dr. Stuart asked Chief Anderson to comment.


Chief Anderson stated they haven’t had a rate change since 2010.


Chief Anderson stated we set medium to low in comparison to cities our size.


Chief Anderson stated the fifty dollar increase will put us in the ballpark.


Chief Anderson stated this came from a  recommendation  from Larry Paxton to do the increase.


Mayor Stewart asked Chief Anderson if the number of runs for a squad unit is approximately $2600 a year.


Chief Anderson stated right around there.


Chief Anderson stated last time he looked they were 130, 000 over but those are just runs that are not billable.

Mayor Stewart asked Chief Anderson what the cost of a new squad would run.


Chief Anderson stated a new one would cost 200,000.00.


Chief Anderson stated that is just for the empty squad.

Chief Anderson stated monitors would cost $30,000, cots cost $12,000 and so on.


Mayor Stewart stated his point is we want to stay abreast of the equipment and technology.


Mayor Stewart stated he is proud of the equipment that we have at the Fire Station.


Chief Anderson stated they took their 11 year old box and lifted it off the old chassis and put a new 
chassis on.


Chief Anderson stated it looks like a brand new unit.


Chief Anderson stated he just gave the invoice today to Mr. Paxton and it was just under $73,000.00.


Chief Anderson stated by remounting it they saved around $100,000.00.


Mrs. Detrow stated it looks great and it doesn’t look like it is patched together at all.


Mayor Stewart stated this is an appropriate thing to replace.

Mayor Stewart stated how proud everyone would be to see how well they take care of the equipment down at the Fire Station.


Mayor Stewart encouraged everyone to stop down and look at the equipment.


 Mayor Stewart asked Chief Anderson what year your ladder truck was.

Chief Anderson stated it was a 1996.


Mayor Stewart stated they took the truck back to Wisconsin to be serviced and the mechanical people complimented the Fire Department on well the truck had been taken care of.


Chief Anderson stated when they bought the truck it cost $500,000.00 and to replace it now would cost $1.3 million.


Mayor Stewart stated the maintance is critical and the guys at the fire station do a great job.


Mr. Fishpaw asked if this ordinance we are passing has any charges for patients that are not transported.


Mr. Paxton stated it does not address that and that previous ordinances did not either.

There were no additional comments. 
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mrs. Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Detrow that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart.  
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed.

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw
Ordinance No. 91-15

Item d.)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 2016 TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO TO MEET THE ORDINARY OPERATING EXPENSES OF SAID CITY, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 5705.38; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as the distribution of the Resolution has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dispensed with at this time. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr.Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine.
Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony.
Mr. Paxton stated this is an ordinance allowing the City to operate in 2016.
Mr. Paxton stated they have been working on this to have an ordinance or appropriation before the first of the year.

Mr. Paxton stated they still have 20 some working days to get this completed.

Mr. Paxton stated this ordinance tonight is a stop measure in case they are not able to get that accomplished.

Dr. Stuart asked if  there were numbers or was this strictly an ordinance.
Mr. Paxton stated this is strictly an ordinance.

Mr. Wolfe stated we have done this every year because he can’t think of a time where they have passed the appropriations by January 1st.

Mr. Wolfe stated this is for routine ordinary expenses until current appropriations are passed.
Mr. Wolfe commended Mr. Paxton for getting this together already.

Mr. Wolfe stated this is procedural matter that we need every year and it is good to get it done early and out of the way.
Mr. Wolfe stated this will stop at the end of March.

Mrs. Tunnell asked if we are moving ahead and will have the budget done by the end of the year.

Mr. Paxton stated the budget is over 400 lines long and it takes a lot of figuring and calculating.

Mr. Paxton stated they have a working document but that’s all it is at this time.

Mrs. Tunnell asked if it was different from what he gave Council Members a couple of weeks ago.

Mr. Paxton stated again that copy sent out is only a working document.

Mayor Stewart stated there are a lot of advantages to having it done by the end of the year.

Mayor Stewart stated at the end of this year we close our purchase orders and there is some major equipment in contract that won’t be delivered until February or March.

Mayor Stewart stated until we pass an appropriation he doesn’t know if they can reissue that purchase order for ordinary expenses.
Dr. Stuart stated if the purchase order and funds were incumbent in 2015 than they are carried over as an incumbance.

Mayor Stewart stated it is not an ordinary expense.

Mr. Wolfe stated it is part of contractual expense.

Mayor Stewart asked if he could reissue purchase orders after the first of the year.

Dr. Stuart stated you wouldn’t reissue the purchase orders, you would carry over the incumbance.

Mayor Stewart stated he is hearing two different things.

Mayor Stewart stated this is an issue because he has Mr. Mack’s purchase orders lying on his desk.

Mayor Stewart stated these are not new purchase orders and they were issued in back in November.

Dr. Stuart stated once you send that purchase order out that it is an obligation.

Dr. Stuart stated Mr. Paxton certified there were funds there to cover it.

Mr. Paxton stated if a purchase order has been ordered then it is incumbered.
Dr. Stuart stated there is no issue.

Mr. Wolfe stated if Mr. Paxton said the funds are there then they can be paid and if you wait until after the first of the year then that is not an ordinary expense.

Mayor Stewart asked if he needed to reissue a new purchase order.

Dr. Stuart stated no.

Mr. Paxton stated he will look at that tomorrow morning.

There were no additional comments.    

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Dr. Stuart that the Resolution be passed on the first reading.

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnel, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow.
Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Detrow that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days be suspended and that the Resolution be passed on the second and third readings.

Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Resolution be passed.

Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart.
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:  None
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Mr. Fishpaw stated there is an issue starting to rise on Morgan Avenue.

Mr. Fishpaw stated some of the people that live on Morgan Avenue are seeing a lot of people cutting through their yard to get to the track at Feerfield. 


Mr. Fishpaw stated there is not a great place to park so a lot of people are cutting through yards on Morgan Avenue.

Mr. Fishpaw stated he received a couple of complaints from different people.

Mr. Fishpaw stated the new playground they put in there is great but there are no restrooms which has led to some issues as well.


Mayor Stewart asked if this would be something that should be taken to the County Park Board.


Mr. Fishpaw stated it should.


Mayor Stewart stated it is there operation.


Mr. Fishpaw stated since they were his ward residents that he should bring it up.


Mayor Stewart stated it won’t getter better with summer coming on.


Dr. Stuart stated his only comment was to ask if they could move the start time of the next Council Meeting to 7:30 p.m. due to a Rotary dinner that is taking place that same night. 


Dr. Stuart stated there were a few people here that need to be at the Rotary dinner.


Mayor Stewart stated there are four of them that this involves and it unfortunately falls on the same night.


Mr. Wolfe asked who this involved and Mayor Stewart stated one Council member, himself and two Chiefs.

Mr. Wolfe asked if there was a start time in the charter.


Dr. Stuart was not sure.


Mayor Stewart stated they made this recommendation awhile back and there was no problem with it.


Mrs. Tunnell stated it was for the Bicentennial.


Mr. Wolfe stated he sees no problem with just starting it at 7:30 p.m.

Mrs. Tunnell asked if we needed a motion.


Mr. Valentine stated he doesn’t think we need a motion to start the meeting a half hour later and to have the time change put in the Times Gazette.


Mr. Wolfe stated since we agree to just set the time for 7:30 p.m.


Dr. Stuart asked Jennifer from the Times Gazette if she would mind covering that for them and she said yes she could do that.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor Stewart asked Mrs. Tunnell if she wanted to give a report on how the negotiations have been going.


Mrs. Tunnell stated they are going great.


Mayor Stewart stated it is appropriate to share Friday at 11:00 at PNC Park there will be a dedication of the Bicentennial marker.


Mrs. Tunnell stated the marker is upright and it is for the people who donated toward the downtown beautification.


Mayor Stewart stated this will be a nice public event at 11:00 downtown.


Mayor Stewart stated this will be recognition for the people that helped out with Bicentennial

Mayor Stewart  asked  if they could move to Executive Session to discuss potential litigation
FINANCE DIRECTOR: None
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:  None
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:  7:35 p.m. 

Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn to executive session for the discussion of potential litigation.
Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 
ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSSION TO REGULAR SESSION:  8:21 p.m. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn to regular session. 

Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR:  8:22 p.m. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn. 

Ayes: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.
Respectfully Submitted by







Jody M Toms, Clerk of Council
(Word-Mins 12-1-15 RS.doc)
Attest To:______________________

Date:_______________

         Jody M Toms, Clerk of Council

Approved:______________________

         Stephen L Stuart, President of Council
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