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Ashland City Council  

 
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
 
 

Council President Stephen Stuart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    
 
ROLL CALL 

Council-at-Large & President:   Stephen L. Stuart  Present 

Ward 1:   Duane R. Fishpaw         Present 

Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine   Present 

Ward 3:   Ruth Detrow   Present 

Ward 4:   Sandra Tunnell    Present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES    

   

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 

held Tuesday, January 20, 2015 be accepted as submitted. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Special Session of City Council 

held Tuesday, January 29, 2015 be accepted as submitted. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

Ordinance No. 1-15 

Item a) 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW RATES FOR THE PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION 

FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be  

dispensed with at this time.  

Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart. 

 

 Mayor Stewart provided testimony on behalf of the Ordinance, which proposes to establish new rates for 

the Parks and Recreation Division within the City of Ashland.  

 

 Mayor Stewart commented that the Ordinance was presented at the last Council meeting; however, it 

was tabled due to confusion for some of the proposed rate changes. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated that the Park Committee has met again to discuss the new rates and has agreed 

with the rates included within the Ordinance before Council today. 

 

 Mayor Stewart offered to answer any questions from Council.  

 



Minutes RS City Council February 3, 2015 

Page 2 of 8 

 

 Dr. Stuart shared his concerns about the various rate increases ranging from fifty to one hundred percent.  

 

 Mayor Stewart responded to Dr. Stuart’s concern and stated that the rates are increasing at such a rate 

due to the fact that there haven’t been any adjustments in seven to eight years.  

 

 Dr. Stuart stated that it would behoove the City to look into changing rates every one or two years  

instead of increasing the rates one hundred percent.  

 

 Mayor Stewart relinquished the floor to the Park Committee to speak further.  

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated that the proposed rates are based on research the Parks Department conducted.  

 

 Mrs. Tunnell explained the importance of covering the cost of the labor and work that goes on behind 

the scenes.  

 

 Mr. Valentine shared his concern for some of the rate increases, specifically for the ball diamonds. 

 

 Mr. Valentine also expressed his support for reviewing park rates on an annual basis. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated her concerns for the one hundred percent rate increase, but also expressed her 

support for making sure the costs of maintaining the recreational facilities.  

 

 Mayor Stewart commented that he does not expect the Parks Department to profit from the propose 

charges; however, the new rates are necessary especially when the City is having to stretch every penny in the 

General Fund.  

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow. 

Nays: Dr. Stuart, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Ordinance No. 2-15 

Item b) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS 

AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR THE PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS FOR 

THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be  

dispensed with at this time.  

Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart. 

 

 City Engineer, Shane Kremser, provided testimony on behalf of the Ordinance, which he stated is passed 

every year.  
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 Mr. Kremser provided Council with a detailed list of the items proposed to be purchased for the City.  

 

 There were no questions for Mr. Kremser. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Detrow that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Ordinance No. 3-15 

Item c) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ANNEXATION OF CERTAIN TERRITORY TO THE CITY 

OF ASHLAND, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.    

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be  

dispensed with at this time.  

Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart. 

 

 City Engineer, Shane Kremser, provided testimony for the Ordnance which would authorize annexation 

of the former Carter Lumber property.  

 

 Mr. Kremser explained that the Carter Lumber company closed their facility a couple years ago and 

placed the property on the market for sale.  

 

 Mr. Kremser explained that the Ashland County Commissioner’s office has provided their support for 

the annexation, which leaves City Council to approve the annexation.  

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Detrow that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Valentine. 

 

Ordinance No. 4-15 

Item d) 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE APPROPRIATE ZONING DISTRICT OF A CERTAIN  

AREA OF THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be  

dispensed with at this time.  
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Ayes:  Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart. 

 

 City Engineer, Shane Kremser, provided testimony on behalf of the Ordinance which will enact zoning 

for the former Carter Lumber property. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated that the City Planning Commission has recommended that the former Carter Lumber 

property be zoned as an M-1 Light Industrial District, which would be consistent with the surrounding parcels 

and enable the parcel to include a business.  

 

 There were no further questions.  

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Dr. Stuart and seconded by Mrs. Detrow that the rules requiring the reading on three separate days 

be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Valentine. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Application for Barbed Wire Fence Permit – Ohio Department of Transportation, District 3 

 

 City Engineer, Shane Kremser, spoke on behalf of the request from the Ohio Department of  

Transportation (ODOT). 

 

 Mr. Kremser explained that installing barbed wire fence at ODOT offices is a newly established state-

wide policy. 

 

 Mr. Valentine and Mrs. Tunnell commented about the vendor used for the fence and how it is not within 

the state of Ohio. 

 

 There were no further questions. 

 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mr. Fishpaw that City Council approve the Ohio Department of 

Transportation’s application for a fence permit. 

Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow, Dr. Stuart. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw commented on a complaint he received from a concerned citizen regarding a property 

located at 715 Orange Street.  

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated that the house looks like it is abandoned and the building behind it has a roof  

collapsed and broken windows. 
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 Mr. Kremser responded that the City can address the problem if it is an “unsafe” structure and stated that 

he will look into the issue.  

 

 Mrs. Tunnell commented about the new rates for the pool and stated that the pre-season rate for families 

is the same as 2013.  

 Mrs. Detrow expressed her thanks for the City addressing some of the complaints she has received.  

  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

  

 Mayor Stewart commented about the sidewalks along Claremont Avenue and the piling snow on the 

sidewalks. 

 

 Mayor Stewart added that Claremont Avenue and the Ashland University area has a lot of pedestrian 

traffic, and it is important for the businesses and residents to keep pedestrians in mind.  

 

 Mayor Stewart also shared with Council that the Ashland Main Street Board and Bicentennial  

Committee would like to give a presentation to Council at the next meeting regarding proposals for benches, 

bike racks and planter locations downtown.  

   

 Mayor Stewart ended his commentary with recommending to City Council that they need to take some 

sort of action soon related to the Wooster-Ashland Regional Council of Governments (WARCOG). 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   

 

 Resident, David Yanchunas, commented about the numbers he read in the paper this morning regarding 

the start-up costs for the combined dispatch. 

 

 Mr. Yanchunas stated that he hopes that there will be some sort of public discussion about WARCOG to 

better understand why exactly the City wants to branch away from using the Ashland County Sheriff’s dispatch 

services.  

 

 Resident, Karen Emery, expressed her concerns about the amount of money being spent for the 

WARCOG and asked why the City can’t find a way to work with the Sheriff’s office.  

 

 Ms. Emery asked Council if there was any documentation of specific problems that have occurred to 

create this need for dispatch away from our own area.  

 

 Mayor Stewart said the issues police and fire employees have with dispatching services have not been 

made public in detail for a reason. 

 

 The Mayor stated that he has no desire to diminish the confidence level of the citizens of Ashland and if 

you want to get into detail, it could very well do that. 

 

 City Police Chief, David Marcelli, came forward and shared that the City has been trying to work with 

the County for ten years to improve their dispatch and establish a procedure manual.  

 

 Chief Marcelli stated that he has yet to receive the manual.  

 

 City Fire Chief, Richard Anderson, came forward and spoke about the problems the Ashland Fire  
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Department has been facing.  

 

 Chief Anderson stated that the problems range back to when, Mark Burgess was still head of the  

department, but the Fire Department has yet to receive a solution from the County to resolve the dispatching 

issues.  

 

 Ms. Emery asked if Ashland has enough funds to function properly if the money is paid to WARCOG 

expenses. 

 

 Mayor Stewart addressed Ms. Emery’s question and stated that the City has paid the Sheriff’s dispatch 

operations $450,000 to $500,000 a year.  

 

 The Mayor added that we are all residents of Ashland County and paying taxes as everyone else outside 

of the City; however, the City is paying again, another half a million dollars, for service which is not up to our 

standards. 

 

 Mayor Stewart added that there have been many occurrences where dispatch has not provided accurate 

life-saving information to emergency responders.  

 

 Mayor Stewart stated that if we’re buying a service and we’re not satisfied with the service, for a good 

reason, we don’t go back for that service. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated that setting up a new regional dispatch center will cost the City; however, it will 

be for a dispatch center the City will have important control over.  

 

 Ms. Emery asked about time delays if dispatch will go through another City. 

 

 Mayor Stewart answered that the City will have control over that.  

 

 Ms. Emery also asked about if the money the City pays the County dispatch goes to employees and 

equipment.  

 

 Mayor Stewart confirmed with Ms. Emery that the money the City pays to the County dispatch goes  

towards the employees and for equipment. 

 

 Council President, Stephen L. Stuart, addressed Ms. Emery’s concerns regarding the City’s ability to 

maintain the infrastructure of the City and stated street repairs do not come from the General Fund but from 

revenue received from gas tax and income tax. 

 

 City Finance Director, Larry Paxton, confirmed that 87% of the income tax revenue goes to the City’s 

General Fund, while 6.5% goes to the Parks and Recreation Department, and a little over 6% goes to the Street 

Department. 

 

 Director Paxton stated that the reason the income tax is allocated that way is because the Street  

Department also accumulates funds from the gas tax, license plate tax, and various other taxes collected by the 

state of Ohio. 

 

 Councilman Duane Fishpaw said the start-up costs will come from the City’s general fund and stated 

that the City is going to have to deal with how it’s going to cover the cost. 
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 Another resident, Steve Workman, asked if the same inaccuracies and mistakes city officials claim the 

county dispatch is making could be made in the new center. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated that he has toured other dispatch centers around the state and the levels of error 

they receive from the current dispatch service are not standard and not acceptable. 

 

 Chief Marcelli stated that to accept it at this point would be doing a disservice to the City’s emergency 

responders and the public. 

 

 Chief Marcelli gave an example of the issues police have dealt with, which included an officer radioed 

to inquire if the people he was dealing with had warrants and he was told no.  

 

 Chief Marcelli shared that the officer got back into his cruiser later to run their names and discovered 

they both have warrants.  

 

 Chief Marcelli explained that at 2:00 in the afternoon on a sunny day that’s a minor inconvenience, but 

at 3:00 in the morning behind a dark building that’s a really big problem. 

 

 Chief Marcelli added that this instance has happened more than once and continued to share other  

examples of some of the issues his department has been facing.  

 

 Resident, David Yanchunas, thanked Chief Marcelli and Chief Anderson for giving examples of the 

poor service they have been receiving and added that this is what he needed personally. 

 

 Mr. Yanchunas commented that if the City wants support on this, it has got to get out in the open. 

 

 Commissioner Denny Bittle suggested the city take a step back from WARCOG and create a “review 

committee” of individuals who could be the go-between from the city and the county to resolve issues in public 

meetings.  

 

 Mr. Bittle stated that the sheriff has told him that he will work with that committee. 

 

 Mr. Bittle also shared that he had a meeting with the Sheriff Riser, Mayor Stewart and Council President 

Stuart on January 22, 2015. 

 

 Dr. Stuart read a letter responding to Mr. Bittle’s proposal, which stated that the committee Mr. Bittle 

suggested would have no authority to make changes without the sheriff agreeing to them and would be  

unproductive. 

 

 Dr. Stuart’s letter also suggested a review committee called a 911 dispatching governing board that 

would change who has control over county dispatch.  

 

 The governing board would include the sheriff, a county commissioner, the mayor, the police chief, the 

fire chief, a business person appointed by the county commissioners and a business person appointed by the city 

council.  

 

 Dr. Stuart’s letter stated that the Ohio Revised Code does permit the Sheriff of each county to have total 

control of dispatch unless the Sheriff forfeits that control.  
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 Mr. Bittle responded to the letter and said he would agree to this type of board but would have to  

explore the legal feasibility of the board.  

 

 Resident, Henry Hiner, asked if any of the Council members have gone to the dispatch center. 

 

 All members of Council reported they have been to the dispatch center. 

 

 Dr. Stuart encouraged the public to remember that the City looking into a new regional dispatch center is 

a direct result from a feasibility study conducted by Cleveland State University. 

 

 Dr. Stuart went on to explain that the study was afforded by a grant and the remaining costs were split 

between Wayne County, the City of Wooster and the City of Ashland.  

 

 Mr. Hiner asked if the City of Wooster is doing the same thing as the City of Ashland.  

 

 Council confirmed with Mr. Hiner that Wooster is going through the same process as the City of  

Ashland.  

 

 Mr. Hiner asked if the new dispatch would introduce more opportunity for error. 

 

 Dr. Stuart explained that distance doesn’t increase the possibility of error.  

  

ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSSION: 8:51 p.m.  

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn from Regular Session. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Tunnell, Dr. Stuart, Mr. Fishpaw 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

      Lindsey M. Gardiner, Clerk of Council 
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