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Ashland City Council  

 
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 2, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
 
 

ROLL CALL 

Council At Large Matt Miller    Present 

Ward 1:   Duane R. Fishpaw         Present 

Ward 2:   Robert M. Valentine   Present 

Ward 3:   Ruth G. Detrow   Present 

Ward 4:   Sandra Tunnell    Present 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

  

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES    
   
Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the minutes of the Regular Session of City Council 

held Tuesday, January 19, 2015 be accepted as submitted. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

LEGISLATION 

Ordinances: 

Ordinance No.  7-16  

Item a) 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS 

AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR THE ANNUAL PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES AND MATERI-

ALS FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be  

dispensed with at this time.  

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

City Engineer, Shane Kremser, provided testimony. 

            

 Mr. Kremser stated this is an annual material bids ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated this ordinance allows the City to advertise and bid and for the Mayor to enter into 

contracts for successful bids. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated this is for annual operating materials and supplies for all the departments. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated this is a remainder of material and supplies that we bid out every year. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the contract extends into next year and this is typically how it’s done. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the question has come up that when they authorize these contracts every year is it just 

for that calendar year. 



Minutes RS City Council February 2, 2016 

Page 2 of 14 

 

 

 Mr. Wolfe asked if the terms expire on December 31
st
 of that year. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated that there is the need to buy some of these materials in the interim period so this 

change of date is a reflection of that. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated this carries over into two budget years and that is something we need to think about. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe asked if we wanted these provisions to be for the calendar year or do we want to carry them 

over for a full year. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated it also depends on what the contractors want to do. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated when this came up that we needed to look at how the contract was worded. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated he doesn’t know if the contract has a specific date or not.  

 

 Mr. Kremser stated it has a specific date.   

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated then we need to get the ordinance and contracts together to make them consistent. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated we have to remember there is an overlapping of budget years that could have an effect 

on the budget, especially if there is a major purchase under one of these contracts.  

  

 Mrs. Tunnell asked since we have not passed the budget yet for this year can we authorize this. 

  

 Mr. Wolfe said this is to advertise to get the bids to enter into contracts and we haven’t gotten the bids 

back. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated perhaps by April 1
st
 we will have entered into a budget. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated that is why we have started this process. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated we have to be careful in the first quarter of the year before appropriations are passed 

that we don’t have anything other than ordinary expenses under the temporary appropriations. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated that is correct. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated that presents a problem. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated the problem is that we would not be able to process a purchase order from the 

middle of December until we pass the budget. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated for example we buy a quarter of million dollars of lime every year and you divide 

that by twelve and we are spending twenty thousand dollars a month on lime. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated as far as stocking that for a six week time frame, which is when we stop purchas-

ing until we get the budget passed. 
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 Mayor Stewart asked Mr. Klinger if we have that stock pile.  

 

 Mr. Klinger stated we receive a truck every three days. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated we are buying it against the contract we already have. 

 

 Mayor Stewart asked if that requires special revisions in the budget. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe asked if that is based on calendar year appropriations. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the purchase of lime comes on a regular basis and is something we need to operate. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated we have already this year purchased several thousands of dollars in lime. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated even as this morning we have issued purchase orders for expenses for the Water De-

partment. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated it becomes more of an issue when preparing the budget and the Directors need to keep 

that in mind if they are already spending into their 2016 appropriations. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated in that sense it would be an ordinary expense. 

 

 Mr. Paxton agreed and said it would be an ordinary operating expense. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this would be an ordinary operational expense for the Water Department. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated putting April 1
st
 to April 1

st
 in the contract is better. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated the problem is it will be over two budget years. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated it’s not an annual purchase; it goes on year after year. 

 

 Mayor Stewart asked where you put that block of money. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated some materials could be on an as needed basis so it could make  a difference in what 

materials we are talking about. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he feels the important issue is to put the date on the contract of when it expires. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the contractors need to understand they have that contract until a specific date. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the contracts all have dates but they have had some problems with that because some 

of the supplies need to be tested. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated the bottom line is these dates are ok and it is our obligation to make sure the con-

tracts match the ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated he believes that would be correct. 
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 Mr. Kremser stated that is why he took the contract date and put it in the ordinance. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated in the past it was not in the ordinance but it has always been in the contract. 

 

 There were no additional comments.  

 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes:  Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes:  Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow. 
 

Ordinance No.8-16 

Item b. 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUING OF A “THEN AND NOW” CERTIFICATE FOR 

THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED EXPENDITURE FOR THE CITY OF ASHLAND, OHIO; AND DE-

CLARING AN EMERGENCY 

                               

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to invoke Section 113.01 of the Codified Ordinances as 

the distribution of the Ordinance has satisfied the requirements of said Section and that a further reading be dis-

pensed with at this time.  

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell.   

                                              

           Finance Director, Larry Paxton, provided testimony. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated this is an ordinance authorizing payment of expenditures to vendors. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated the vendors invoices were provided to the City before purchase orders were written. 

 

 Mr. Paxton stated these are all standard operating expenditures. 

 

 There were no additional comments.  
 

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine that the Ordinance be passed on the first reading. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the rules requiring the reading on three separate 

days be suspended and that the Ordinance be passed on the second and third readings. 

Ayes: Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw. 

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell that the Ordinance be passed. 

Ayes: Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine. 

  

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: None 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  

- TruGreen Advertising Permit                                                               
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 Mr. Jim Morris, General Manger with TruGreen provided testimony. 

 

 Mr. Morris stated he wanted permission to go door to door to hand out flyers. 

  

 Mr. Morris stated if you have any questions he would be happy to answer them 

 

 Mr. Wolfe asked if there was a local number to call. 

 

 Mr. Wolfe stated if he has a problem he would like to talk to someone locally. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated his Lexington number is on his permit. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated he always calls Lexington when he calls. 

 

 Mr. Morris stated you are no longer calling the branch. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated he appreciated Mr. Morris coming in. 

 

Moved by Mr. Valentine and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to allow TruGreen to solicit door to door. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Valentine, Mr. Fishpaw, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

  

 Mrs. Detrow stated she wanted to go over a few things. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated if you would have been here early tonight, you would have seen Council in an up 

roar. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated they were trying to fix something but ended up right where we were. 

  

 Mrs. Detrow talked about how Mrs. Toms has to have an accurate record of what is said at Council 

Meetings. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated over the past few weeks, Mrs. Toms has had trouble deciphering what people in the 

audience were saying.  

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated we are trying to come up with a way that everyone is heard clearly.  

 

 Mrs. Detrow isn’t sure what they are going to, but she promised to do something. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow stated if you have something to say then you need to stand up, give your name and address 

in a nice loud voice. 

  

 American Cancer Society Relay for Life Presentation, no one showed up. 

 

       Mr. John Hadam, who is running for Ashland County Commissioner, stated he is only here tonight 

to introduce himself. 

 

Mr. Hadam cited his phone number so if anyone would like to talk to him they may do so. 
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Mr. Hadam stated he appreciated the time to speak to Council tonight and thanked them. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated when she noticed Mr. Hadam’s name on the agenda she started to worry because 

Ashland City Council is not a place for politicking. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated it is a place where we deal with the business of running the City and paying for 

it. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated she was worried so she put it in writing if anyone wants a copy of it. 

 

Mrs. Detrow stated it just says come, introduce yourself and give your contact information. 

 

Mr. Miller stated he appreciates Mr. Hadam taking the time to come in and introduce himself. 

 

Mr. Miller stated whoever gets elected County Commissioner, they hope to work with. 

 

Mr. Miller stated he appreciates the fact that Mr. Hadam took advantage of the opportunity. 

 

 Ashland Golf Course – Seeking approval for an expansion of a non-conforming use. 

 

          Mr. Kremser stated previously Council had approved continuation of permitting non- conforming use 

at the Ashland Golf Course. 

 

      Mr. Kremser stated it used to be called Ashland Country Club and that it is in an RL Residential  

      District.                                 

 

Mr. Kremser stated the land use was approved. 

 

Mr. Kremser stated this becomes before us today because they are proposing to make an improve-

ment at the Golf Course. 

 

Mr. Kremser stated they want to add a new structure so Simonson Construction is here tonight to an-

swer any questions. 

 

Mr. Kremser stated Simonson is putting the plans together and going to be doing the work for the 

Golf Course. 

 

       Mr. Rick Pasa stated he is with Simonson construction and he is here tonight to answer any ques-

tions you may have on the addition at the Ashland Golf Club. 

  

 Mr. Valentine asked if this was going to go over the old pool. 

 

 Mr. Pasa stated yes. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the pool will be gone. 

 

  Mr. Kremser stated it is going to be a permanent improvement for their events. 

 

 Mr. Valentine asked if they were still going to use the tent. 
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 Mr. Pasa stated no, they will take the tent down. 

 

 Mr. Pasa stated the materials they use will match the Clubhouse. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated  he coordinated with the Fire Department and requested emergency lighting so that 

will be done. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated it sounds like it will be a beautiful building. 

 

 Mr. Pasa agreed that it will be and that they already have two weddings planned for there. 

  

Moved by Mr. Fishpaw and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to approve the expansion a non-conforming use at Ash-

land Golf Course. 

Ayes: Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell, Mr. Miller. 

 

 Four Division Director Updates: 

 

Chief Marcelli summarized 2015, saying the department took 14,050 service calls, had 1352 adult 

arrests, 79 juvenile arrests and issued 780 citations. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated one of biggest issues facing the Police Department is their staffing. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated the police department finished last year with one fewer officer than they started 

with. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated as of Wednesday, a vacancy still exists despite hiring three people in the past 

three months. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated that process is ongoing and a long process. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated because of the limited staffing, they accrued $8,036 total hours of overtime, 

costing $335,000. 

 

Chief Marcelli mentioned a future update to the dispatch system in records management. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated Officers will be able to write reports in their vehicles without having to send 

them to the station. 

 

Chief Marcelli stated Officers will also be able to print tickets in their vehicles and reports will be 

available online. 

 

      Mrs. Tunnell stated that Detective Kim Mager came and talked to her MOM’s Group last week and     

      ushe did a fantastic job. 

 

      Mrs. Tunnell stated Detective Mager took time away from getting bad guys off the street to give the       

      group some preventative policeing on how to keep their kids safe. 

 

      Mrs. Tunnell thanked Chief Marcelli for allowing this to happen. 
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      Chief Marcelli thanked Mrs. Tunnell for her comment. 

 

                 Chief Marcelli stated sometimes these things fall short when they are understaffed. 

 

               Mr. Fishpaw asked of your total overtime, how much of it gets reimbursed. 

 

      Chief Marcelli stated he guesses around $300, he stated he didn’t bring the figures with him. 

  

                 Mr. Joh Hadam asked if they were having trouble finding recruits. 

 

      Chief Marcelli stated an example would be out of 10 applicants they washed 7 out with background                      

      checks. 

 

                 Chief Rick Anderson with the Ashland Fire Department gave an update. 

 

           Chief Anderson encouraged everyone to stop down to the Fire Department if you ever have any ques-

tions. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated how important staffing is to get your job done correctly. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated in 2015, they had 3,933 runs, with 3,238 being EMS runs. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated 695 of those runs were for fire. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated that is just shy of 11 runs a day. 

 

      Chief Andersons stated in 2016 they will see three retirements that will have to be replaced. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated one of the retirees was an assistant chief so there will be two promotions. 

 

      Chief Anderson mentioned a request for an increase in the 2016 budget due to some capital im-

provements to the station.  

       

      Chief Anderson stated some of these improvements include pouring a concrete replacement of the  

      front entrance and replacing an emergency generator and a breathing air compressor. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated he has a fire engine slated to be replaced in 2018 and hopefully be able to go         

      soon and get some bids. 

 

      Chief Anderson stated when he was promoted to Chief five and a half years ago that Mr. Paxton  

stated he would cut his debt schedule, zero it out in four years, and he did. 

 

        Chief Anderson mentioned an update on WARCOG. 

 

       Chief Anderson stated it is moving along and the combined dispatch center should be open in April. 

 

        Chief Anderson stated the date could change because they want to have this rock solid. 
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        Mrs. Tunnell asked how much the expensive apparatus would be. 

 

        Chief Anderson stated around six hundred and fifty thousand dollars and stated it is replacing one             

        that is 20 years old. 

 

        Mr. Fishpaw asked the status of the aerial. 

 

        Chief Anderson stated it is in Pittsburg as of yesterday. 

 

        Chief Anderson stated some of the parts are on back order and as soon as it is done it will be             

        inspected and brought back. 

 

        Vonn Klinger, Director of Utilities, gave an overview of the water treatment and wastewater plants. 

 

        Mr. Klinger started out by handing out an annual report to Council members. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated the water plant produced over 875 million gallons of drinking water. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated the wastewater plant treated over 1 billion, 562 million gallons of wastewater. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated it is vital to every community to have safe water to drink or use. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated in the past year, repair crews have camera inspected 8.5 miles of sanitary sewer    

        since August. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated they have fixed 21 water main breaks, replaced 3 valves, 36 storm sewer breaks,     

        53 sanitary sewer breaks, 29 catch basins, as well as repairing 17 catch basins and 66 water service    

        lines. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated the department purchased a new sewer camera truck in August and new work  

       truck in December. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated one of its jobs is to upgrade the wastewater treatment plant and meet new           

       phosphorus limits. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated the department collected $8,442.630, held 4,839 shutoffs to collect $531,538 in    

       arrears. 

 

       Mr. Klinger went on to say they changed out 296 meters and worked over 2,720 customer work re 

       quests. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated in conclusion that Ashland City Utilities still face challenges in 2016. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated the challenges include taking the Mifflin Water Storage Tank out of service and       

       refurbishing it. 

 

       Mr. Klinger recognized the employee’s hard work rain or shine, day or night, in 100 plus degrees or    

       -20 degree weather to fix and repair the system so everyone can have clean drinking water. 
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       Mr. Klinger stated he would be glad to answer any questions. 

 

       Mayer Stewart asked Mr. Klinger to address how many shut offs we have in a normal month. 

 

       Mr. Klinger stated around 100 shut offs per month. 

 

       Mr. Klinger will recommend agencies in the community that can help them pay their bills. 

 

        Mrs. Karen Emery asked about the water testing and how often we test it here. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated they test for a variety of things, sometimes every two hours and sometimes every 

        four hours. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated what Mrs. Emery is talking about is lead and copper and the EPA requires us to        

        do testing every three years. 

 

        Mrs. Emery asked if Mr. Klinger issued an annual report that is available to the public. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated they have a consumer confidence report that comes out every year before July  

        1
st
. 

 

        Mr. Klinger stated the report from 2015 is being worked right now and 2014 is on the website for  

        economical purpose. 

 

        Director of Human Resources and Safety Mark Burgess stated his department heads up the hiring       

        process for city jobs, including police and fire. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated he has 14 positions that need to be filled internal and external. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated they are giving the fire entrance exam in March and promotional exams in April   

        or May. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated the police exam will be in August after it expires. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated they are working on substance abuse training for employees. 

 

        Mr. Burgess also stated he is working on enhancing the public orientation process to make it more   

        robust and more useful. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated the department is revising the civil service rules based on changes in the revised    

        code. 

 

        Mr. Burgess stated at the next Council Meeting you will have 5 pay ordinances to consider. 

 

         Mr. Burgess stated they are looking to upgrade their software system. 

         

         

FINANCE  DIRECTOR:         
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 Mr. Paxton stated he is working on financing the grant projects for this year for the new traffic signals 

and the downtown grant programs. 

  

 Mr. Paxton stated later on there will be legislation authorizing us to borrow that money so we can com-

plete those projects. 

                   

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

 

 Mr. Fishpaw had a comment from a gentleman who was adamantly against the removal of the 

bridge. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated the gentleman came up to him and said after seeing the completion of this I would 

never had believed it, it looks really nice. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated from what he has seen of the new intersection it has turned out great. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he appreciates that comment. 

 

 Mayor Stewarts stated he wanted to compliment the ODOT engineer because he did an awesome job.   

 

 Mayor Stewart stated how nice it has turned out and how functional it is. 

 

 Mrs. Detrow added how they came in on time even though it didn’t start out that way. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated to remember that the people at ODOT are good people. 

 

 Mr. Miller stated ODOT has gotten lots of compliments on that bridge. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated he had a gentleman call him today and say we are crazy because of all the trees we 

are cutting down at the park. 

 

 Mr. Valentine told the gentleman that Council has nothing to do with cutting the trees down. 

   

 Mr. Valentine believes this is the same guy who wrote the letter to the editor. 

 

 Mr. Valentine advised the gentleman to call the Mayor or Arborist about it. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he has. 

 

 Mrs. Tunnell stated when trees are diseased they fall down and on people. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated he got two or three calls about taking the bridge down. 

 

 Mr. Valentine said Council took a lot of heat about taking the bridge down in the beginning. 

 

 Mr. Valentine stated it would have cost the City more money to redo the bridge because it would have 

had to be made higher and wider. 

  

 Mr. Valentine stated he thinks it looks nice without the bridge. 
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 Mr. Fishpaw stated the four directors that spoke tonight about the different divisions like fire and police, 

sound like they have a lot of succession hiring and promoting to do. 

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated with the budget, the training for the succession planning has been restrained. 

  

 Mayor Stewart stated he appreciates Mr. Fishpaw’s comments and that a major issue is general fund 

funding and has been for some time.  

 

 Mr. Fishpaw stated over the past few years things have been getting tighter and tighter. 

 

 Mr. Burgess stated it is hitting all the divisions. 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  

   

 Mayor Stewart asked Mr. Kremser about the state approving the funds for the traffic signals. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated yes the grant money was made available and they got the paperwork to go ahead and 

do the Claremont and Baney Road traffic signals. 

 

 Mr. Kremser stated the other replacement signals for Claremont, College, and King will be coming in 

July. 
   

 Mr. Kremser stated there will be legislation at the next Council Meeting in regards to this and we hope 

to this as one big project to save money. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he would like to comment on the tree situation. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated not to take this the wrong way but our Arborist is a tree hugger. 

 

 Mayor Stewart meant this is a compliment because he would not take a tree down that did not need to 

come down. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he supports Mr. Blessing and his boss, Mr. Mack. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated if they say a tree needs to come down then there is a good reason for it. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated some of these trees were around the kid’s playground and in danger of falling. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated Mr. Mack has pictures of these trees that are rotted and diseased but you can’t al-

ways tell that on the outside. 
 

 Mayor Stewart stated he supports our Arborist and our Street Department Director. 

 

 Mayor Stewart stated he would like to ask Council to go to Executive Session to discuss potential sale of 

public property and hiring of a public employee when the meeting is adjourned. 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE:   

 David Kiefer, a resident of Wayne County, spoke about WARCOG. 
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Mr. Kiefer stated he feels WARCOG is taking on a personality of itself. 

 

Mr. Kiefer said from what he reads in the paper the Ashland County Sheriff Department needs to be 

upgraded in the near future and Wayne County has been upgrading. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated we will never join the WARCOG but he wished they would. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated he was a former Wayne County Commissioner and he gives up on the Wayne 

County Commissioners. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated he feels it is Wayne County’s fault WARCOG is in its current situation. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated he proposes they change the name from WARCOG to Wooster, Orrville, and 

Wayne County Council of government. 

 

Mr. Kiefer feels if we both focus on upgrading our systems then that might be better in the long run. 

 

Mr. Kiefer feels Wayne County has a drug problem and they need more jail space. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated there will be two seats for Wayne County Commissioner in the near future and he 

hopes they see the light on WARCOG. 

 

Mr. Kiefer stated he is here tonight to apologize for the Wayne County Commissioners. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated this process started four or five years ago and it is going. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated they are already in the hiring department as well as purchasing department. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated both Ashland and Wooster saw the need to improve our dispatch operation. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated  this is happening because they both had similar problems with the quality of 

dispatch and lack of ability to generate change. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated we have a WARCOG now, a Council of Government. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated we are moving forward and he is sorry you may be several years or months 

late. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated when we are ready to push the button then we will have the nicest quality of 

dispatch around. 

 

Mrs. Karen Emery stated she had a question about those who serve on the Planning Commission. 

 

Mrs. Emery stated she understands they are appointed by the Mayor and she asked if that was cor-

rect. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated that was correct. 

 

Mrs. Emery stated there are two members on the Planning Commission that do not live in the City. 
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Mrs. Emery asked for the reason for that. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated that is the way it was created and he can’t tell her why. 

 

Mayor Stewart stated he is abiding by what is in front of him to this day. 

 

Mayor Stewart told Mrs. Emery if she is worried about it then she should approach the Planning 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Kremser stated it has jurisdiction over a 3 mile radius in the City. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated because of that he doesn’t see anything wrong with having them on it. 

 

Mrs. Emery just stated she didn’t know why people would be on it that lived outside the jurisdiction. 

 

Mr. Wolfe stated he just told her why. 

 

Mr. John Hadam stated he had to come through the Planning Commission and he does not live in the 

City. 

 

Mr. Hadam stated he falls within that three miles and he understands why people outside the juris-

diction would want to be on the Planning Commission.  

 

Mayor Stewart stated there are two on their Planning Commission right now that live outside the ju-

risdiction. 

 

ADOURNMENT FROM REGULAR SESSSION TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 8:10 p.m.  
Moved by Mrs. Detrow and seconded by Mrs. Tunnell to adjourn to executive session for the discussion of po-

tential sale of land, and the hiring of a Public Employee. There will be action taken tonight. 

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

ADJOURNMENT FROM EXECUTIVE SESSSION TO REGULAR SESSION:  9:10 p.m.  

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn to regular session.  

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

ADJOURNMENT FROM REGULAR:  9:10 p.m.  

Moved by Mrs. Tunnell and seconded by Mr. Valentine to adjourn.  

Ayes: Mr. Miller, Mr. Fishpaw, Mr. Valentine, Mrs. Detrow, Mrs. Tunnell. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

      Jody Toms, Clerk of Council 
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